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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. of life. With advantages such as these, and ina state 

Dec. 7. of unprecedented prosperity, such as is distinctly seen 

: ’ . and felt in every section of this highly favored common- 
a be-9 ten be sotanggere he ccc ” wealth, the language of complaint ought not to be heard, 
MESSAGE . and poverty and want, the consequence sometimes, in- 


deed, of accident or some peculiar casualty (which the 
humanity of our citizens will not suffer to remain long 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. unrelieved,) but more frequently to be traced to indo- 


Farrow Crrizens: lence and vice, ought rarely to be seen within our bor- 
Among the many arduous and responsible duties en- | ders. 


joined upon the executive by the constitution, there is} Extending our views beyond the limits of our own 
none which, in its faithful performance, calls for more | state, we have abundant cause for unaffected felicita- 
careful consideration and serious reflection than that of | tion and profound gratitude, in the contemplation ofour 
arranging the details, which,that it may answer the design | increasing greatness as a people, whose progressive 
intended, ought to enter into the annual message usual- | improvement has been rapid and extensive beyond the 
ly transmitted to the General Assembly at the opening | example of any other nation, and the dignified and en- 
of its session. viable superiority of whose government,insfitutions and 
It was doubtless the design of those, by whoin it was | laws, in comparison with those of every other country, 
deemed to be of sufficient importance to make it a sub- | furnishes a subject for universal admiration and respect 
ject of constitutional direction, that every such docu- | abroad, and inspires a laudable patriotic pride, venera- 
ment should be so framed and adjusted as to contain a | tion and confidence at home. Blessed with peace and 
succinct, but faithful narrative of the true state of the | tranquility, and a disposition to cherish and preserve 
commonwealth, exhibiting distinctly and without dis- | them—with an extended commerce rendering tributa- 
guise, to the representatives of the people and to those | ry to us the resources of other nations, and enhancing 
whom they represent, all such prominent acts and mea- | the value of our own productions,a rich profusion of agri- 
sures adopted and transacted in the course of the ad- | cultural products commanding generous prices, liberally 
ministration of its affairs as immediately affect the pub- | rewarding the toil and labor of the industrious farmers 
lic intevests or require legislative action,and recommende | a sound currency circulating freely, and without impe- 
ing the adoption of such measures, for their deliberations | diment or loss in every section of the Union; an over. 
as in the opinion of the executive will best tend to pro- | flowing treasury and a public debt nearly extinguished. 
mote the general welfare, and to ensure the prosperity | Our domestic industry encouraged and protected, and 
and happiness of the people. an possessing a sufficient guarantee in the opinions here- 
In approaching the performance of this difficult un- | tofore entertained and expressed, by the venerable pa- 
dertaking, I feel myself relieved from much of the em. | triot at the head of the general government, that inter- 
barrassment which a different state of circumstances | nal improvements, of a national character, will not be 
would have occasioned, by the consideration that what- | permitted to languish; we may indeed appreciate with 
ever aspect the state of the commonwealth may present | becoming confidence and with feelings of patriotic ex- 
to the view of others, I feel myself warranted in decla- | ultation, the unexampled success which has attended 
ring it as my deliberate opinion, that there has not been | our republican form of government, formerly consider- 
a period in the history of Pennsylvania, taking into con. | ed an experiment of doubtful efficacy, to sustain itself 
sideration its prosperous condition and its magnificent | against all the variety of changes and embarrassing per- 
future prospects, when there was greater cause for | plexities to which, in the course of its manifold politi- 
mutual congratulation, and for devout aspirations of | cal probations, it would necessarily be exposed; but 
gratitude tothe great Dispenser of every blessing, than | since proved by the unerring test of time and the ex- 
that which the unexampled state of prosperity of this | perience which a combination of adverse circumstances, 
rich and flourishing commonwealth now presents. | the consequence of occasion”, popular commotions, but 
What citizen of Pennsylvania does not feel the honest | more recently of a protracted -and vindictive war with 
glow of patriotic pride and unfeigned satisfaction in the | a powerful foreign nation, has furnished, not only to 
contemplation of the eminent advantages possessed by | possess the capacity to secure to its citizens a greater 
his native or adopted State—in its abundant resources— | amount of true happiness and enjoyment, and of tem- 
the elevated position it occupies amongst its sister | poral bliss and prosperity than is conferred by differ. 
states—its numerous benevolent and charitable institu- | ently constituted governments elsewhere, but also to 
tions—its extensive public improvements, finished and | combine the strength and energy, necessary for nation- 
in progress towards completion, giving assurance ofan | al security and protection, with the firmness and stabil- 
ample and speedy return, sufficient to compensate for | ity which eminently fit it for every vicissitude to which 
all the disquietudeand uneasiness which the unavoidable | governments are exposed in the ever varying course 
delays, the heavy expenditures, and the many difficul- | of events. 
ties and embarrassments, that occurred in the course of | But whilst we are indulging in congratulations with 
their construction have occasioned—its vast and almost | regard to the general prosperity of our common coun- 
unlimited agricultural, commercial, manufacturing and | try, and adverting to the extensive artificial improve- 
mineral wealth—its healthful climate, its rich, luxuri- / ments constructed and in progress in our own common- 
ant svil, its extensive and well established credit, and | wealth, may I not be permitted, at the same time, with 
its citizens enjoying every where in rich profusion all | tbe sensations of unaffected exultation and delight, 


the necessaries and all the comforts and conyeniencies ) which the deep interest all must feel in the subject, 
Vor. VIII, 49 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
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cannot fail to inspire, to direct your attention to, and | beneficial tendency in favor of extending and diffusing 
to congratulate you upon its recent extraordinary | the business of agriculture more generally throughout 
moral improvement, exemplified in the gradual, but | the state, and of infusing into our farmers a spirit of 
clearly perceptible, decrease of crime of every grade | laudable ambition to excel as well in the quality as in 





and description, and especially in the manifest diminu- 
tion of the number of victims to that most degrading of 
all vices, intemperance, the genetrix of crime; and to 
which most vices owe their depraved origin: but upon 
which the philanthropic efforts of the wise and the 
good every where, aided by the force of public opin- 
ion, have stamped the seal of reprobation and doomed 
it to such an overwhelming measure of odium and ia- 
effable contempt, as even the unfortunate votary, with 
habits the most inverate and confirmed, cannot assume 
the hardihood to brave or to resist. The entire pro- 
hibition of the use of ardent spirits to persons employ- 
ed upon the public works, now constructing by the 
State, would, there is reason to believe, greatly aid in 
still further extirpating this loathsome and destructive 
moral contagion from amongst us, be attended with the 
most happy consequences to the indviduals themselves, 
and produce results highly beneficial to their employers 
and to the State. 

A kindred evil to that of intemperance, however, 
equally ruinous to the morals aud destructive of the 
comfort and happiness of the community, is the prac- 
tice of selling foreign lottery tickets, and the drawing 
of lotteries within this commonwealth, which has been 
permitted to progress for many years, and is still tolera- 
ted amongst us; no successful effort having hitherto 
been made to arrest it. And so long as we shall have a 


lottery drawn within the State, by authority of law, we | 


must expect a continual influx of tickets upon us from 
other states, the sales of which will be cloaked and con- 
nived at, under the legalized sales of tickets of the 
Union Canal Lottery. And such is the infatuation pro- 
duced upon the community, by his fascinating and allu- 
ring enticement to adventure, that until there shall 
no longer be a vestige ofa lottery authorized by law, 


tolerated in the State, the several acts of assembly, pro- | 
viding severe penalties against the venders of foreign | 
or unauthorized lottery tickets, will remain a dead let- | 
The | 


ter, and will not be enforced against offenders. 
Union Canal Company having heretofore transferred 


the right accruing to them, under the several acts of | 
assembly authorizing the lottery, to Archibald McIn- | 
tyre, a citizen of the State of New York, and the con- 


tract of transfer having recently been renewed with the 
transferee, for two years, from the first day of January 


next, | would recommend that after the expiration of | 


that period, or sooner if practicable, such arrangements 
with the company, should, if possible, be made, con- 
sistent with good faith, as would relieve the Common- 
wealth, from a great and apparently interminable mo- 
ral evil. It is believed that by expunging from the stat- 
ute book the last act to be found there in favor of lotte- 


the quantity ef their productions; by means of which 
the general wealth of the State, as well as that of indi- 
viduals, will be greatly increased. It is believed, how- 
ever, that the condition of our agriculturists might be 
still further improved by fostering and encouraging, by 
judicious legislative enactments, the culture of a great- 
er variety of productions, and the improvement, as well 
in the art and manner of producing as in the kind and 
quality of the thing produced, It is generally suppo- 
sed, that neither the soil nor the climate of Pennsylva- 
nia are adverse to the culture of the vine or the mul- 
berry tree, and that both wine and silk might, in a short 
time, with proper attention, and the aid of legislative 
encouragement, be raised in such sufficient quantities as 
to furnish, if not a part of our staple for exportation, at 
least an adequate supply for home consumption. Be- 
sides there is reason to believe that the former, if suc- 
cessfully cultivated, would, in addition to the advanta- 
ges it would confer upon the producer, have a salutary 
moral influence upon society, by lessening, in a great 
| measure, the sum of human misery in the dimunition 
| of the use of ardent spirits, as a substitute for which it 
| would in all probability be used, and thus aid the phi- 
| lanthropic efforts of the friends of temperance in spee- 
dily removing from the community, one of the most de- 
plorable and destructive calamities with which the hu- 
man family ever was afflicted. 
Would not the encouragement of societies in each 
| county, to give effect to the objects I have mentioned, 
(and to be formed upon such principles and under such 


| regulations, as the legislature should prescribe, give a 


healthful and vigorous impetus to agricultural enter- 
| prise, and stimulate, in the industrious practical farme 
-ers of own State, a laudable spirit of emulation to sur- 
| pass each other in the art of producing, and in the vae 
riety, the superiority and abundance of their produce 
tions? To awaken an interest upon this subject, small 
annual appropriations might be made, to be distributed 
among the several societies, and by them dealt out in 
the shape of premiums, to such as should merit them, 
which would not fail to excite a wholesome emulation 
among a valuable class of citizens, and add to the 
wealth and prosperity of the country without injurious- 
| ly affecting the public treasury. 

The improvement of the mind should be the first 
care of the American statesman, and the dissemination 
| of learning and knowledge ought to form one of the 
| principal objects of his ambition. Virtue and intelli- 
| gence are the only appropriate pillars upon which a 
| Republican Government can securely rest: without 
| these, liberty itself would soon degenerate into licen- 
| tiousness, and our free and liberal institutions, so highly 


} 





ries, a great and lasting benefit would accrue to the | cherished by ourselves, and so much admired and re- 
community at large, as the foundation upon which the | spected by-the wise, and the patriotic of other nations, 
mischief rests, would tP@a be entirely eradicated; and | would be ingulphed in anarchy, and become the re- 
by providing for a rigorous prosecution of the laws al- | proach of their friends and the derision of the enemies 
ready in force against the venders of foreign tickets, | of the equal rights of man in every quarter of the globe. 
and of tickets issued in our own State, without the au- | Under these impressions, no opportunity has been 
thority of law, an end would soon be put toa grievous | omitted earnestly to press upon the attention of the 
and growing moral malady, and the community would | legislature, the indispensable necessity of establishing 
be relieved from a species of taxation, which, although | by law a general system of common school education, 
voluntary, is of the most onerous, oppressive and ruin- | by means of which, in the language of the constitution, 
ous kind, | “the poor may be taught gratis,” and that the benefits 

As a grain growing State, Pennsylvania is not excell- | and the blessings resulting therefrom, may be extended 
ed by any of her sister States; and much has been done | tothe rising generation, indiscriminately and'universally. 
by former legislatures to encourage an increase ofher} It is cause for no ordinary measure of gratification, 
agricultural productions, by making liberal appropria- | that the legislature, at its last session, considered this 
tions for opening avenues to market, by means of artifi- subject worthy of its deliberations, and advanced one 
cial or turnpike roads, and for the erection of firm and | step towards the intellectual regeneration of the State, 
substantial bridges: and much is still in progress to be by laying a foundation for raising a fund to be employ- 
done further to facilitate the intercourse between the | ed hereafter in the righteous cause of a practical gene- 
interior of the State and its principal cities, by means | ral education; and it is no less gratifying to know, that 
of canals and rail roads; which will not failto have a' public opinion is giving strong indications of having 
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undergone a favorable change in reference to this mo- 
mentous measure, and by its gradual but powerful work- 
ings, is fast dispelling the grovelling fallacies, but too 
long prevalent, that gold is preferable to knowledge, 
and that dollars and cents are of higher estimation than 
learning. This powerful lever, by which the actions of 
men are principally regulated, is fast approaching a 
crisis in relation to this much agitated question, and 
there is reason to believe, will speedily induce legisla- 
tive action in reference to it: not, it is hoped, howe- 
er, too speedily for maturing a well digested system, 
possessing that degree of perfection by which it will be 
rendered generally acceptable to the people, and have 
a tendency to realize the ardent hopes and fond antici- 
pations of its many warm and zealous friends. A sys- 
tem that would not have such a tendency, but would be 
received with dissatisfaction by the people, would have 
the unhappy effect of blasting for a time, the anxious 
expectations of the advocates of general education; of 
reviving former prejudices, and of retarding for many 
years, the progress of intellectual improvement. In 
order therefore, that a system, the most perfect that 
can be devised, and one that will be best adapted to the 
views and wishes of our constituents, may be projected 
in the first instance, should any difficulties occur, in the 
course of your deliberations in relation to the subject, 
or in regard to the most eligible plan to to be adopted, 
I would suggest for your consideration the propriety of 
appointing a commission, to consist of 3 or more talented 
and intelligent individuals,known friends of a liberal and 
enlightened system of education,whose duty itshould be 
to collect all the information, and possess themselves of 
all the facts and knowledge, that can be obtained from 
any quarter, having a bearing upon, or connexion with 
the subject of education, and to arrange and embody 
the same ina report, to be transmitted to the legisla- 
ture at their next session, for examination and final ac- 
tion thereon, Sucha course, there is reason to believe, 
would tend more than any other, to elicit much valuable 
information that could not otherwise be obtained, would 
facilitate the progress and final completion of this much 
desired work; and would not fail to secure for it a grea- 
ter measure of protection than could under other circum- 
stances be attained. 

The policy of a protecting tariff, and the encourage- 
ment given to works of internal improvement, of a na- 
tional character, by the general government, are favor- 
ite measures with the people of Pennsylvania, andj the 
former is esteemed by them as being identified with 
their best interests, The constitutionality of these 
measures is not questioned here, nor is there any doubt 
entertained of their entire expediency; and much as we 
may regret that complaints, with regard to the suppo- 
sed oppressive character, and bearing of one of those 
measures, should obtain elsewhere; yet from the uni- 
versal prosperity that is admitted to abound in every 
part of our happy country, there is reason to doubt 
whether the prevailing discontents are well founded; 
and we are admonished to restrain our sympathies in 
behalf of our complaining brethren, lest in lending 
ourselves to aid in relieving them from an imaginary 
oppression, we put ourselves in a condition to be se- 
riously oppressed. Upon these all engrossing ques- 
tions of national policy, the voice of Pennsylvania has 
been repeatedly expressed through her State legisla- 
ture, as well as by her representatives in congress, and 
so long as she shall continue to place a proper estimate 
upon her own prosperity, and the success of her infant 
manufacturing establishments, she will not cease to 
cherish the same sentiments in favor of measures indis- 
pensable to the successful fostering and encouragement 
of her domestic industry and enterprise. 

The policy of abolishing imprisonment for debt, is a 
subject which has for some time past occupied the at- 
tention of the humane and philanthropic portion of our 
citizens, and has awakened a deep interest in many 
parts of the Union, to have this harsh feature eracica- 


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


a 


387 





a 
SS a 


ted from the jurisprudence of our country. Pennsylya- 
nia has always been remarkable for the mildness of her 
laws, and has uniformly been in advance of ber sister 
States in all legislative enactments founded upon the 
principles of humanity, or having for their object the 
security of personal liberty—hence it is, that she can 
lay a rightful claim to the proud distinction of having 
been the first State inthe Union, to have virtually abo- 
lished imprisonment for debt, by the mild provisions of 
her insolvent Jaws. A citizen of Pennsylvania, who has 
not been guilty of fraud, and complies with the provi- 
sions of the several acts made for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, cannot now be imprisoned for debt in this 
State: with this legislative arrang: ment, both debtor 
and creditor appear to be satisfied; and how far a fur- 
ther exemption of the person of the debtor, from execu- 
tion or imprisonment for debt, would really benefit the 
indigent class of our citizens, is a question worthy of 
grave and serious consideration. Short credits are, it 
is believed, essential accommodations, without which 
the comforts of the poor man would be greatly curtail- 
ed, and although by exempting his person from execu- 
tion altogether, in certain cases, his immunity from re- 
straint would be enlarged, yet it can scarcely be doubt- 
ed, that, from that very cause, his difficulties to obtain 
credit for even the necessaries of life would not fail to 
be greatly increased. ‘Yo guard the public against 
frauds, and to confine the provisions cf the law fo the 
honest poor, would be attended with no inconsiderable 
difficulty: should the subject, however, be presented 
for your consideration, it will doubtless receive the at- 
tention to which its importance will entitle it. 

Although our State can boast of as mild, as perfect 
and as efficient a code of laws as an cnlighted course of 
legislation could produce, or asa well reguiated com. 
munity could reasonably desire; yet there are com- 
plaints, and it is believed many of them are well found- 
ed, not indeed of any defect inthe laws, but of vexa- 
tious delays occurring in the judicial administration of 
them,not ascribable to any want of ability, fidelity,indus- 
try or zeal in those whose duty it is to administer them, 
but owing principally to a defective organization or ar- 
rangement of the Judiciary System itself, and an inju- 
dicious distribution of duties to be performed, and of 
the public business to be transacted, among the several 
tribunals charged with their execution, This is a sub- 
ject of too grave a character and altogether too impor- 
tant in its consequences to every one of us, to be passed 
over lightly or treated with indifference. The highest 
judicial tribunal in the State,the court,in the last resort; 
from whose decrees and judgments there is no appeal; 
and whose decisions and the principles established by 
them, are to constitute the Jaws of the land, and to con- 
tinue to be binding upon us and our posterity to the 
remotest generation; has become so completely surchar- 
ged with business, arising from the nature of the du- 
ties that have been heaped upon it by the revival of the 
circuit court system, the natural increase of a spirit of 
litigation consequent upon a rapid and extraordinarily 
increasing population, and the manifold and diversified 
pursuits in which that population is engaged, that the 
whole of the time of the judges is indispensably devo. 
ted to the hearing and hurried decisions of causes—I 
say the hurried decision of causes, because from the in- 
terminable mass of business before them, which is con- 
tinually increasing, and upon which their unwearied 
industry and untiring efforts can make no impression, 
there is no time for research, examination or reflection 
—the supplicating, anxious appeals of the suitors impel 
the judges to an exertion of all their energies, to rid 
the docket of its cumbrous and oppressive load, and de- 
cisions are, and necessarily must be hastily made, to 
enable them to progress with the celerity which the 
necessities of the country, and a desire to despatch the 
public business require. Hence the frequent difference 
of opinion that but too often manifests itself upon the 
bench, tending to create doubt and uncertainty as to 
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what the law really is, and which will, it is to be feared, 
ultimately lead to a want of confidence in our judicial 
decisions. It is due to the judges that they should be 
measurably relieved from an excess of labor; it is due 
totheir reputations as jurists, and to the character of 
their decisions, that they should have some leisure for 
reading and reflection; but above all, it is due to the 
good people of the State, in reference to the security 
and protection of their persons, their reputations and 
property, that the judiciary branch of the Government 
should be so constituted, as to afford them that security 
and protection, by a prompt, vigorous and wholesome 
administration of the laws, Itis to the General Assem- 
bly that the people anxiously look for relief in this im- 
portant particular—some of the existing evils have been 
attempted to be pointed out—and there is every confi- 
dence that the remedy will be applied. 

Standing armies have always been considered as 
dangerous to liberty, and will not be tolerated in a free 
country—a well regulated militia is the only kind of 
military force to which freemen should resort for de- 
fence upon any emergency, either of invasion or rebel- 
lion; but to make that species of force effective, in 
Pennsylvania, would require a change in its organiza- 
tion and the manner of its discipline, entirely different 
from those which now exist. It is universally admit- 
ed that the present system is generally defective in 
its provisions and its details, and oppressively burden- 
some to those upon whom it operates, without accom- 
plishing any adequate, useful purpose. 

Volunteers should be encouraged by every honora- 
ble incitement tending to induce an increase of that 
valuable and efficient portion of our military strength 
—immunities should be granted, privileges confer- 
red, and every facility afforded and provisions made 
for the prompt organization and complete military 
equipment of all who are willing to enrol themselves 
in corps of that description. 

It is altogether questionable, whether any thing 
can be done to render the militia, as such, a better 


first day of July then next. Among the several pro- 
posals received (copies of which will be laid before 
you) that of the bank of Pennsylvania, containing an 
offer to take the entire loan at a premium of six per cent. 
or one hundred and six dollars in money for every one 
hundred dolls, of stock to be created under the act, bear- 
ing an interest of five per cent. was accepted, by which 
transaction the State will receive the very liberal boun- 
ty of one hundred and forty-eight thousand nine hun- 
dred and eighty-nine dollars and seventy-one cents, 
of the loan thus made, the sum of one million six hun- 
dred and ninety-three thousand two hundred and sixty- 
four dollars and seventy-two cents has been received 
and applied to the repayment of the temporary loan 
authorized by act of 12th January, 1831—for the relief 
of certain turnpike roads, as directed by the act of 21st 
March last—towards payment of interest which became 
due on loans on the first day of August last, as authori- 
zed and directed by the last mentioned act—in disburse- 
ments for work done under old contracts and for pay- 
ment for labour performed under new contracts, in pur- 
suance of the directions contained in the same act. The 
reports of the commissioners of the internal improve- 
ment fund, and of the board of canal commissioners, 
will shortly be laid before you, and will exhibit, in detail, 
the several disbursements, made out of the sums drawn 
on account of the loan aforesaid,from which it will appear 
that the payments on contracts, authorized prior to the 
passing of the act of the 21st March last, amounted to a 
larger sum than had been anticipated, which will induce 
the necessity of a pro rata deduction from the several 
specific appropriations authorized by that act. 

The loan of three hundred thousand dollars, au- 
thorized by the act of 30th March last, entitled “An 
Act authorizing a loan of moneys to be invested in the 
internal improvement fund, to be applied to the pay- 
ment of repairs, damages, and other demands upon said 
fund, and for other purposes,” was, after due notice 
given, also taken by the Bank of Pennsylvania, that in- 
stitution agreeing to pay one hundred and six dollars in 


disciplined or more formidable force, than it already | money for every one hundred dollars of stock to be 


is, without the sacrifice of more time and the intro- 
duction of a more rigorous enforcement of military 


created under the said act, bearing an interest of five 
per cent, that being the best offer received for the en- 


tactics and discipline than in a state of peace would be | tire loan, was accepted, yielding to the Commonwealth 


either useful or necessary. 


More knowledge of the | the further sum of eighteen thousand dollars, in the 


military art, it is believed, would be acquired in one | shape of a premium or bounty, to be applied in aid of 


week of actual service, than is obtained in years by the | the general interest fund. 


ordinary militia trainings as at present practised. 


The whole amount of this 
loan has been drawn and expended upon the several 


It is gratifying however to learn, that a military spirit | objects, and for the several purposes, to which, by the 


honorable to our citizens, bas recently been awakened _act aforesaid, it was directed to be applied. 


The sea- 


in many parts of the state, and that a laudable desire to | son having been unusually humid and rainy, breaches 
invigorate this arm of our defence, and to cause a more | in the canal, where the banks had not yet become firm, 
perfect system to be provided than has hitherto obtain-| were more frequent than would have been the case in 


ed, has been generally manifested. os 
Much valuable information will in all probability be 


an ordinary season; besides, some of the streams were 


| raised by sudden freshets to such height, as to cause 


speedily elicited from that source, and should the Gen- | great injury and destruction, not only to the works in 
eral Assembly feel disposed to apply the panacea of| their immediate neighbourhood, but also to the dams 


legislative reform, in accordance with public expecta- 
tion in relation to this subject, it will give me much 
pleasure to co-operate with them in any measure that 
will tend to relieve the system from its objectionable 
features and those who are embraced within its provis- 
ions from its present onerous and useless exactions. 

In compliance with the directions contained in the 
sixth section of the act of the 2ist March last, entitled 
‘fan act to continue the improvement of the state by 
canals and rail-roads,”’ public notice was given in news- 
papers published at the seat of government and in the 
city of Philadelphia, that proposals would be received 


erected upon them, which called for a larger expendi- 
ture of monev for repairs, than would otherwise have 
been required. As there is no fund left, therefore, to 
meet the claims for repairs, or for damages along the 
several lines of canal and railway, or for the payment of 
wages of superintendents, collectors, supervisors, and 
lock keepers, an immediate duty will devolve upon the 
General Assembly to make such provision to meet the 
several enumerated objects, as in their wisdom they 
shall find to be expedient and necessary. 

The finances of the commonwealth derived from the 
ordinary sources of revenue established for the support 


at the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, | of Government, and those pledged for the payment of 
until a certain day mentioned in the notice, for loaning | the interest accruing upon loans, do not vary materi- 


to the commonwealth for internal improvement pur- 
poses the sum of two millions four hundred and eighty- 
three thousand one hundred and sixty-one dollars and 
eighty-eight jcents, (the sum authorized by the act 
aforesaid to be borrowed,) reimbursable at any time 
after the expiration of twenty-five years from the 





ally from those of the last year, Byan act of Assembly 
passed the fourth day of April last, the Auditor General 
and State Treasurer are required to close their financial 
year on the last day of October, instead of the last day 
of November of each year, as had been heretofore es- 
tablished by law, in consequence of which alteration 
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their accounts transmitted to the clerk of the House of | the State, and some of them had been actually made, 


Re presentatives, 


only, and not for an entire fiscal year, as formerly, | 
From the reports made by these officers it will appear | 
that the balance in the Treasury on the first day of No- | 
vember last, was one hnndred and twenty-four thousand | 
four hundred and eighty-two dollars and eighty-@wo 
cents; the receipts into the treasury for eleven months | 
from the 1st of December, 1830, until the 31st of Gcto- 
ber, 1831, exclusive of loans, but including the premi- 
ums paid upon loans, amounted to seven hundred and 
nine thousand and thirty dollars and three cents; the 
disbursements for the same period, excluding the sums 
for internal improvement fund and for internal improve- 
ments, but including the sum of ten thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and eighteen cents paid to 
turnpikes and to commissioners for improving the pub- 
lic ground at Harrisburg, amounted to three hundred 
and seventy-one thousand two hundred and ninety-five 
dollars and sixty cents, leaving an excess of receipts 
over ordinary expenditures of three hundred and thirty- 
seven thousand seven hundred and thirty-four dollars 
and forty-three cents; for the disposition of this sum and 
the balance of one hundred and forty-nine thousand 
four hundred and thirty dollars and seventy-nine cents 
which remained in the Treasury on the first day of De- 
cember, 1830, amounting in the aggregate to the sum 
of four hundred and eighty-seven thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-fiye dollars and twenty-two cents; I 
would respectfully refer you to the several reports of 
the Auditor General and of the Commissioners of the 
internal improvement fund. 

The magnificent enterprise in which Pennsylvania is 
now engaged in the construction of her stupendous | 





at the present session, will exhibit the )and arrangements preparatory to the commencement 
financial transactions at the Treasury for eleven months } 


of a system of improvement were in progress; yet it is 
believed that the celebrated Canal Convention which 
assembled at Harrisburg in the month of August, 1825, 
gave the first impulse te public sentiment in favour of 
commencing a system of internal improvement, within 


| the State, upon an enlarged and extensive scale. By 


that convention, composed of one hundred and thirteen 
members, representing forty-six counties, and combin- 
ing as much talent, respectability of character, and 
there is reason to believe, as much genuine patriotism 
as could be found in the same number of individuals, 
any where, resolutions were adopted, declaring it, 
among other things, to be the opinion of the convention, 
‘that the improvement of the commonwealth would be 
best promoted, and the foundations of her prosperity 
and happiness most securely established, by opening an 
entire and complete communication from the Susque- 
hanna to the Allegheny and Ohio, and from the Alle- 
gheny to Lake Erie, by the nearest and best practica- 
ble route, and that such a work is indispensably neces- 
sary to maintain the character and standing of the State, 
and to preserve her strength and resources.” 

Other resolutions were passed by the convention, in 
which they expressed their views in relation to the 
manner in which the public works ought to be prose- 
cuted, &c. And so entirely did public opinion coincide 
with the views of the convention, in reference to the 
propriety of making, in the language of the resolutions, 
“a vigorous and united exertion for accomplishing 
without delay the connexion of the Eastern and West- 
ern waters,” that at the very next session of the General 
Assembly an act to provide for the commencement of a 
canal to be constructed at the expense of the State, and 


works of internal improvement; the maguitude and ex- | to be styled ‘‘ The Pennsylvania Canal,” (approved the 
tent of her loans, to enable her successfully to prose- | 25th February, 1826,) authorizing the commissioners 
cute those works; and the necessity, that has occurred, | appointed by a former act immediately to locate and 
to resort to the enactment of revenue laws to secure the | contract for making a canal and locks and other works 
establishment of a permanent fund for the payment of | necessary thereto from the river Swatara, at or near 
interest; are all of them subjects in which the people | Middletown, to or near to a point on the east side of 
have a deep interest, and about which they have a just | the river Susquehanna, opposite the mouth of the river 
claim to be correctly and minutely informed. The | Juniata, and from Pittsburg to the mouth of the Kiski- 
alarms and apprehensions, however unfounded, which | minitas, and also as soon as they should deem it expe- 
the imposing grandeur, the extent, the diffusiveness | dient and practicable to construct a nayigable feeder of 
and the supposed expensiveness of the works, as they | a canal from French creek to the summit level at Con- 
enter into the grave discussions, and are introduced in- | neaut lake, and to survey and locate the route of a ca- 
to the serious speculations of the day excite, and the | nal from thence to Lake Erie, and the sum of three hun- 
gross misrepresentations to which they are not unfre- | dred thousand dollars was appropriated for carrying 
quently most unjustifiably subjected, will furnish a suf- | the provisions of the act into effect. And by act of the 
ficient justification, it is presumed, for submitting to | 1st April of the same year, the Governor was authorized 
the people, through the medium of the executive mes- to borrow, on the credit of the commonwealth, the sum 
sage, transmitted on the present occasion to their repre- 


t ( vas | of three hundred thousand dollars, to be vested in the 
sentatives a brief account of the origin and progress of | commissioners of the internal improvement fund, to be 


the system of internal improvement adopted and prose- | applied to the construction of so much of the Pennsyl- 
cuted in this state—and it is the more gratifying that | vania canal as was then authorized by law to be made 
the occasion, of entering upon the performance of that | or constructed. 
part of my duty to our common constituents, happens | In pursuance of the provisions of the several acts just 
at a time when the public works have been so far pro- recited, there were in that year (1826) put under con- 
ressed in, that a large proportion of them are now in | tract by the board of canal commissioners twenty-two 
ull operation, and are giving earnest of extensive fu- | and a half miles of canal on the Susquehanna and twen- 
ture usefulness; when others of them, of considerable | ty-four miles on the Allegheny river, making a total of 
extent, will be in a condition for active business early | forty-six and-a half miles—the disbursements for the 
in the next season; and when the residue of those under | construction of which for that year, including prelimi- 
contract will, it is confidently believed, be finished and | nary surveys, &c. amounted to one hundred and forty- 
in operation in all the next season or early in the sum- | one thousand and seven hundred and thirty-one aime 
mer of eighteen hundred and thirty-three. joe thirty-eight cents. This legislative effort of the 
To make the subject plain and intelligible to every | session of 1826, laid the foundation of a system of inter- 
capacity is my earnest desire, and for that purpose it | nal improvement, which, as might easily have been 
will be necessary to commence with the movements of | foreseen, could not fail ultimately to lead to the ex- 
the people themselves, to which, it is believed, the | penditure of large sums of money on the part of the 
scheme of improvement is indebted for its origin, and | State for that object. No alarm, however, appears to 
to enter somewhat minutely inte the legislation of the | have been excited in the public mind in regard to what 
State, which succeeded those movements, commencing | had taken place, but such, on the contrary, was the 


with that which took place in the session of 1826, and | calm and silent ac 


. tha quiescence on the part of the peop! 
tracing it down tothe present time. Although surveys | that at the succeeding session of the legislature, another 


and examinations had been directed in some parts of | act was passed and approved by the Governor on the 
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9th April, 1827, entitled “an act to provide for the | point expedient and practicable for a canal on the Juni- 
further extension of the Pennsylvania canal”—by which | ata; from a point at or near Northumberland to Bald 
the board of canal commissioners was authorized and | Eagle on the West Branch; from Northumberland to 
required to locate and contract for making a canal up | the New York state line on the North Branch; froma 
the valley of the Juniata from the eastern section of the | point at or near Taylor’s ferry to Easton; and from 
Pennsylvania canal to a point at or near Lewistown— Blairsville to the highest point expedient and practica- 
also, a canal, locks, and other works necessary thereto, | ble for a canal on the Conemaugh; providing, how- 
up the valley of the Kiskiminetas and the Conemaugh | ever, that only ten miles from the river Swatara to Co- 
from the western section to a point at or near Blairs- | Jumbia, not more than twenty-five not less than twenty, 
ville—and also a canal, locks, and other works necessa- | on the West Branch, and not more than forty-five, nor 
ry thereto, up the valley of the Susquehanna, from the | less than fifteen miles of each of the other sections, 
eastern section of the Pennsylvania canal to a point at! should be put under contract during that year. The 
or near the town of Northumberland—also, to com- | rail-road across the Allegheny mountain was directed to 
mence operations on the feeder from French creek to | be located, &c. with a view of connecting the Juniata 
the summit level at Conneaut lake, and to contract for | and Conemaugh sections of the Pennsylvania canal, and 
so much as might be adapted to either of the routes in | the rail-road from Columbia to Philadelphia was direct- 
contemplation for connecting the Pennsylvania canal | ed to be put under contract within that year, with a 
with Lake Erie, for which latter object the sum of one | view to its completion within two years ‘or as soon 
hundred thousand dollars was appropriated. thereafter as practicable: the act authorized further ex- 
The act further directed, that if it should appear, af- | aminations and surveys, and a loan of two millions of 
ter suitable examinations, that a navigable canal could | dollars, 
be constructed between a point at ornear Philadelphia} _In virtue of the provisions of this act, there were put 
or at Bristol, or any intermediate point between Bristol | under contract in 1828, ten miles and an half of the 
and the head of tide water and a point at or near the | French Creek feeder, twenty-six and a half miles of 
borough of Easton, then with the consent of the go- | canal from Blairsville up the Conemaugh, forty-five 
vernor the board of canal commissioners were authoriz- | miles on the Juniata, twenty-three miles on the west 
ed, during the then ensuing season, to locate and con- | branch, forty-five miles on the north branch, thirty-five 
tract for making a portion of said navigable communi-| miles and a half on the Delaware, and ten miles be- 
cation, the expense of which should not exceed one | tween Middletown and Columbia, making in the whole 
hundred thousand dollars, Numerous other surveys | one hundred and ninety-five miles and a half of canal; 
and examinations were authorized to be made, and the | forty miles and an half of rail road formation were also 
sum of one million of dollars was appropriated to be | put under contract between Columbia and Philadel- 
applied in the manner and for the purposes mentioned | phia, and the disbursements required for that year 
in the act. In pursuance of the directions contained in | amounted to the sum of two millions seven hundred 
the act just recited, there were put under contract | and eighty-five thousand six hundred and twelve dol- 
in that year eighteen miles of canal on the Delaware | lars and twenty-four cents, 
from Bristol upwards; forty miles on the Susquehanna | The act of 24th March, 1828, was followed by that of 
from the eastern division to Northumberland; forty-four | the 22d of April, 1829, entitled ‘‘an act relative to the 
and a half miles on the Juniata from its mouth to Lew- | Pennsylvania canal and rail road,” directing the canal 
istown; fifty-one miles between Blairsville and Pitts- | commissioners to cause so much of the contracts alrea- 
burg, and nine miles of the French creek feeder; making | dy made-upon the different lines of canal and rail ways 
an aggregate of one hundred and sixty-two and an half | to be completed within that year as should be practica- 
miles of canal; the disbursements on account of which | ble, and requiring them to enter into contracts for the 
for that year amounted to nine hundred and thirty-one | execution of those sections on the Delaware division of 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-five dollars and | the Pennsylvania canal between Bristol and Easton, 
ninety-one cents. and the sections of the North Branch division between 
1 have been thus particular in referring to the seve- | Northumberland and Nanticoke Falls which had not yet 
ral works directed to be put under contract by the act | been commenced, and to complete the same if practi- 
of 1827, because it was the commencement of a scheme | cable within that year, and the sum of two millions two 
of diffusive and uncennected works of improvement, | hundred thousand dollars were directed to be borrowed 
and without expressing any opinion with regard to the | and appropriated to the several objects contemplated 
wisdom of the measure, (which at this time would be | by the act. The works put under contract in pursu- 
altogether unavailing, ) I would simply refer those, who | ance of the directions of this act, were six miles and a 
now object to that course of improvement, and insist | half of canal on the Delaware, and nine miles on the 
that the legislation of 1831 in reference to our public | North Branch division,and the amount of disbursements 
works, should have been arrested, to that period, as | required for that year (1829) was three millions seven 
the one at which a successful intervention to stay the | hundred and thirty-three thousand five hundred and 
further progress of the public works, might have been | forty-five dollars and ninety-two cents, for canal and 
attended with consequences of a less injurious charac- | rail road purposes. 
ter than could have been the case at any time since.| From the foregoing exposition of the course of legisla - 
Whether the policy adopted by the legislature in pass- | tiun that obtained from eighteen hundred and twenty- 
ing the act of 1827 was sound or otherwise, is not now | six, until the close of the year 1829, it will be seen, 
the question, The people sustained, and evinced their | that extensive sections of canal and rail road formation 
satisfaction with the measure by again electing a ma-} were authorized to be put under contract during that 
jority of representatives to the General Assembly, fa-| period, and that large appropriations were necessa- 
vourable to a continued perseverance in further extend- | rily called for from year to year, to carry those con'racts 
ing and prosecuting works of internal improvement; | into execution; that during and until the close of 
and on the 24th March, 1828, another act was passed| the administration of my predecessor, four hun- 
entitled “an act relative to the Pennsylvania canal, and | dred and twenty miles of canal, according to the re- 
to provide for the commencement of a rail-road, to be | ports of the board of canal commissioners, but actually 
constructed at the expense of the state, and to be styled | amounting to four hundred and twenty-two and a half 
the Pennsylvania rail-road.”” By this last mentioned | miles, and forty miles and an half of rail road formation, 
act the board of canal commissioners was authorized to | had been put under contract, which have required, as 
contract for making canals, locks, and other works, | will be shown hereafter, and still require the disburse- 
from the commencement of the Pennsylvania canal, at | ment of nearly the whole amount of the large sums of 
or near the mouth of the river Swatara, to Columbia, | money, that have hitherto been borrowed from year to 
in Lancaster county, from Lewistown to the highest | year, for internal improvement purposes, but so partial 
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were the majority of the people to their favorite pro- 
ject of internal improvement of the State, that it was 
not until the unpropitious and unfavorable course of 
things which occurred in the summer of eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty nine, when the credit of the common- 
wealth became depressed, and the confidence of capi- 
talists and of monied institutions had been shaken in re- 
sage te the sufficiency and ability of the fund pledged 


or the payment of interest, when permanent loans | 


| 


could not jbe obtained, and money could with dif- 
ficulty be borrowed on temporary loan to answer the 








and ‘fan act to increase the county rates and levies, for 
the use of the commonwealth,” passed respectively the 
twenty-fifth day of March last. 

No honest citizen of Pennsylvania can desire a re- 
currence of the difficulties and embarrassments, which 
pervaded the financial transactions of the state in 1829, 
especially those which pertained to its works of inter. 
nal improvement, and I trust that none will repine at 
the payment of a sum so small as that which the acts re- 
ferred to will require of him, when he must feel assu- 
red, that what he pays is to aid in promoting the pub- 


pressing emergencies of the State, and when the late/ lic welfare, to advance the prosperity and happiness of 


executive was reduced to the necessity of requiring a 
special session of the legislature to relieve the common- 
wealth fromthe embarrassments which were pressing 
upon it on every side, that any uneasiness or alarm was 
discoverable on their part; nor had any opposition to a 


| 


the people, ‘‘to maintain the character and standing of 
the State in which he lives, and to preserve her strength 
and resources,” and when he is assured, that no other 
exaction will be required of him in reference to the ob- 
jects which now create the necessity for the demand, 





progressive system of improvement until then, manifest- | nor will those now demanded of him be required for a 
ed itself by petition, or in any shape other than by the | longer period than the five years to which the several 
negative votes of members of the legislature constitu- | acts referred to have limitedthem. Every other state 
ting the minority in either house. It was this unpro-| engaged in the improvement of its internal condition, 
pitious state of the commonwealth’s affairs that induced | has, it is believed, resorted to taxation for the payment 
the message of the 14th day of January, 1830, to the! of the interest upon its loans—the State of New York, 
two Houses, exhibiting the state of the indebtedness of | toa heavy tax upon the salt manufactured within the 
the commonwealth, and pressing upon them the urgent | State, and even the comparatively young State of Ohio, 


necessity of providing a fund for the payment of interest 
which should be both’ample and permanent. This 
measure was again earnestly pressed in the last annual 
message to the legislature, and in that accompanying 
the return of the bill of the 21st March last, entitled 
*‘an act, to continue the improvement of the state by ca- | 
nals and rail roads,’’ to the House of Representatives. 
Whatever may have been the effect of these several | 
messages, one thing is certain, that in a very short time | 
after the first of them had been read in the two houses, | 
capitalists and monied institutions vied with each other | 
as to which of them should obtain the State loans; bigh | 
premiums were offered and obtained, under the convic- 
tion and in the entire confidence that an adequate fund | 
for the punctual semi-annual payment of the interest | 
would be established, the commorwealth has ever since | 
been enabled to borrow all such sums as her exigencies | 
from time to time required, upon terms highly advan. | 
tageous to her financial operations, and flattering to the | 
state of her credit, and the sum of three hundred and | 
eighty-six thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine dol- | 


which but the other day was a howling wilderness, but 
which is acquiring immortal honor, in consequence of 
the splendid and magnificent works of internal im- 
provement now constructing within it, whose citizens 
are laboring under all the disadvantages attending up- 
on an almost entire absence of the circulating medium, 


and all the other difficulties and privations incident to 


a new country, from the very commencement of its 
public works, resorted to taxation to meet the interest 
upon loans for their construction. I have every confi- 
dence in my fellow citizens, that as soon as they shall 
be convinced of the necessity of the measure, and 
knowing as Ido, the jealousy with which they watch 
overand guard their individual credit, and that with 
which their patriotism would inspire them in regard to 
the integrity and safety of that of the State, their objec- 
tions to making a small contribution annually, for a 
short period,towards an object which has progressed too 
far to be abandoned, which has cost too many millions 
to be now arrested in its successful career, and suffered 
to go to ruin, and which promises too much future use- 


lars and seventy-one cents, lias since been paid into the | fulness in elevating the character of the State, develop- 
Treasury, in the shape of premiums upon loans, To) ing its resources, and increasing the prosperity, and ad- 
this prosperous condition, in which the credit of the | ding to the wealth and happiness of its people, to be 
state has heen placed, is to be ascribed to the delay for | suffered to languish for the want of means so inconsid- 
the necessity of calling upon the people for their con- | erable as those required by the revenue bills to which 
tributions to supply the interest fund, the premiums| I have referred, must entirely cease. The responsibil- 
paid upon loans having, until the last semi-annual pay- | ity incurred in recommending such a measure is felt in 
ment. of interest which became due on the first of Au-| all its force; the necessity of the measure to sustain the 
gust last, so far aided in replenishing that fund, as to! credit of the State, will, it is believed, ensure its justifi- 
enable it to meet the entire payment of the interest as cation; but should it be otherwise, I have only to say 

it became due, On the day last mentioned, however, a} that the man who would prefer an ephemeral populari- 
deficiency in that fund amounting to the sum of twenty-| ty to the solid interests of his country, is unworthy of 
six thousand two hundred and seventy-six dollars and} public confidence, and his claims to public favor are 
ten cents,occurred, for which sum it became necessary to | certainly not to be envied, 

resort to the general appropriations for the construction| By an act of assembly, entitled “*An act to authorise 
of canals and rail roads, as authorized by the act of the | a loan to defray the expenses of the Pennsylvania canal 
30h of March last. As however, this mode ofsupplyingthe and rail road, and continue for a further time, ‘an act to 
interest fund by premiums to be paid upon loans cannot | incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of Pennsylva- 
be expected to continue, and would, under any cir-| nia’” passed the 13th of March,1830,that institution was 
cumstances, be too capricious and unsafe to be relied | required to lend, and the Governor was authorised to 
upon; and there is reason to believe, that increasing de-| borrow onthe credit of the Commonwealth, asum or 
ficiencies will occur, in the interest fund, fora time, | sums of money, in the whole not exceeding four mil- 
until the tolls arising from the public works shall be/ lions of dollars, at a premium of five and a half per 
sufficient to supply them (for information in relation to | cent. to be paid into the State Treasury, in instalments 
which the General Assembly is referred to the report of | as mentioned in the act, and bearing the interest of five 
the commisstoners of the internal improvement fund,) | per cent.per annum, to be applied to canal and rail road 
it will become necessary to supply those deficiencies by | purposes; and by the same act the Bank of Pennsylva- 
a resort to the revenues authorised to be collected by | nia’is required to loan to the Commonwealth one million 
the several acts of assembly, entitled an act assessing a | of dollars annually, for the term of three years from and 
tax on personal property, to be collected with the coun- | after the first day of January, 1831, bearing interest at 
ty rates and levies, for the use of the commonwealth, | the rate of five per cent. per annum, provided that the 
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same shall be required by law during any one of the 
three years mentioned in the act. And by another act, 
passed on the twenty-seventh of March, in thesame 
year, entitled ‘‘an act making further appropriations for 
canals and rail roads,” the board uf canal commission- 
ers was directed to cause so much of the contracts al- 
ready made upon the different lines of the canals and 
rail roads as could be done, to be completed within that 
year, and they were enjoined in no way to enter 
into new contracts for the extension of any line of canal 
or rail road, except for the erection of a dam at or near 
Johnstown, and the construction of a canal and 
necessary works from thence to section number fifty- 


seven on the Ligonier line, for the purpose of introdu- | 


cing the water into the Ligonier line of the western 
division ofthe canal. Several surveys were directed by 
this act, and the sum of three millions four hundred and 
fifty-nine thousand five hundred and thirty-two dollars, 
were appropriated to be applied to aid in the payment 
of the temporary loans theretofore made, and to canal 
and rail road purposes, and to be paid out of the loans 
of that year. In pursuance of this act, three and a half 
miles of canal below Johnstown, onthe western divis- 
sion, were to be put under contract, and the sum of 
three millions one hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four dollars and eight cents, 
were disbursed in pursuance of the directions of the last 
mentioned act. 

It may be proper here to remark, that the amount ac- 
tually paid to the board of the canal commissioners, up 
to the twenty-first of December, 1830, the date of their 
last report, was ten millions two hundred and forty-six 
thousand five huudred and sixty-six dollars and forty- 
six cents. Ofthis sum, sixty-four thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty-five dollars was disbursed in building a 
dam across the Conemaugh, and constructing three 
miles and a half of canal for introducing the water into 
the Ligonier line in the neighborbood of Johnstown, 
and ten millions one hundred and eighty-two thousand 
three hundred and eleven dollars and forty-six cents, 
were disbursed in satisfaction of contracts entered into 
in the years 1826, 1827, 1828, and 1829. 


The last act of legislation that took place in relation | 


to this all important subject, was the act of the last ses- 


sion, entitled “fan act to continue the improvement of | 
> . j 

the State by canals and rail roads, passed the twenty- 

first day of March last, requiring the canal commission- | 


ers to complete, as soon as practicable, the whole of the 
rail road between the rivers Schuylkill and Susque- 
hanna, beginning at the intersection of Vine and Broad 
streets, in the city of Philadelphia, and thence extend- 
ing to the end of the canal basin at Columbia, in the 
county of Lancaster,” towards the completion of which, 


during the present year, the sum of six hundred thou- | 


sand dollars was specifically appropriated. They were 


also directed forthwith to complete the projected canal | 


between the western termination of the rail road at Co- 
lumbia, and the best point of junction with the Penn- 
sylvania canal at Middletown, in the county of Dauphin, 
including an aqueduct over the river Swatara, and out- 
let locks to the river at Columbia, for the expenses and 
costs of which several works,the sum of one hundred and 
sixteen thousand one hundred and seventy dollars, was 
specifically appropriated. They were also directed to 
commence forthwith, and prosecute without delay, a ratl 
road over and across the Allegheny, mountain, from the 
basin at Hollidaysburg, in the county of Huntingdon, to 
Johnstown,in the county of Cambria. Also,to commence 
and prosecute without delay,the extension of the Juniata 
division of the Pennsylvania canal from the town of 
Huntingdon, in the county of Huntingdon, to the basin 
at Hollidaysburg, in the same county, either by canal or 
slack water navigation, towards the expenditures of 
which rail road and canal or slack water navigation, 
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and slack water navigation, the west branch division of 
the Pennsylvania canal, from the Muncy dam in the 
county of Lycoming, to the mouth of the Bald Eagle 
creek, in the same county, towards the expenses where- 

of, during the present year, two hundred thousand dol- 

lars were specifically appropriated. Also, a water com- 

munication between the town of Lewisburg, in Union 

county, and the nearest and best point on the west 
| branch division of the Pennsylvania canal, for which 

the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars was specifically 
| pprapeaes. Also, the north branch division of the 
| Pennsylvamia canal, from the pool of the Nanticoke 
| dam, in the county of Luzerne, by canal or slack water 
navigation, not to exceed fifteen miles in the same 
county, towards the expenses whereof, during the pre- 
sent year, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars was 
specifically appropriated. They were also directed to 
make a canal or slack water navigation from the Alle- 
gheny river, at the mouth of French creek, and up that 
creek to the French creek feeder; towards the ex- 
penses whereof, during the present year, the sum of 
sixty thousand dollars was specifically appropriated. 
Also, to make a canal or slack water navigation, from 
the Ohio river, at the mouth of Big Beaver creek, up 
that creek to the town of New Castle, towards the ex- 
penses whereof, during the present year, the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars was specifically appropriated. 
All of which several specific appropriations were di- 
rected to be paid out of the loans directed by said act 
tobe made. And the Governor was authorized to bor- 
row, on the credit of the commonwealth, the sum of 
two millions four hundred and eighty-three thousand 
one hundred and sixty-one dollars and eighty-eight 
cents, to be applied to the several objects enumerated 
in said act. In pursuance of the directions of the act 
| Just recited, the board of canal commissioners have put 
under contract the Columbia and Philadelphia rail road, 
in length eighty one miles and a half, the whole cost of 
which, including steam engines, and necessary works, 
| is estimated at a sum of two millions two hundred and 
ninety-seven thousand one hundred and twenty dollars 
{and twenty-one cents. The Allegheny portage rail 
road, the whole length of which, from the lower end of 
| the basin at Johnstown, to the lower end of the basin at 
Hollidaysburg, is thirty-six miles two hundred and twen- 
ty-one perches, and the estimated cost thereof, includ- 
| ding steam engines and all necessary works, is one mil- 
lion two hundred and seventy-one thousand seven hun- 
'dred and eighteen dollars and eighteen cents, The 
north branch division of the Pennsylvania canal, from 
the foot of the Nanticoke dam, a distance of sixteen 
miles and three hundred and sixteen perches, exclusive 
of the feeder, three miles and three hundred and five 
perches slack water, and thirteen miles and eleven 
/perches of canal, the estimated cost whereof is two 
hundred and twenty thousand five hundred and ninety- 
four dollars and fifty-six cents. The Lycoming line or 
west branch division of the Pennsylvania canal from 
| Muncy dam to the mouth of the Bald Eagle, consisting 
| of thirty-one miles and twelve perches of Canal, ten 
| miles and fifty-six perches slack water, together forty- 
| one miles and sixty-eight perches, the estimated cost 
/of which is five hundred thousand, five hundred and 
| eighty-seven dollars and fifty-four cents. The Lew- 
_isburg Cross Cut, two hundred perehes in length, and 
| to cost twenty-two thousand dollars. The Frankstown 
| line, consisting of twenty-two miles and one hundred 
and fifty-six perches of Canal, and fifteen miles and two 
‘hundred and sixty-six perches towing path or slack 
) water, making together thirty-eight miles and one hun- 
| dred and two perches in length, the whole cost of which 
| is estimated at the sum of six hundred and ninety-eight 
thousand, one hundred and eighty-one dollars and fifty- 
six cents. The Beaver division, extending from the 
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during the present year, the sum of seven hundred | Ohio river, at the mouth of the Big Beaver Creek to 
thousand dollars was specifically appropriated. They | the town of New Castle, consisting of sixteen miles and 
were also required to extend, without delay, by canal | 994, perches of slack water, and eight miles and 16 
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perches of Canal, making together twenty-four miles | 
and 249 perches in length, and estimated to cost three | 
hundred and thirty five thousand, three hundred and | 
seventecn dollars and eighty two cents. ‘The Eastern | 
division, consisting of eight miles and two hundred and | 
twenty perches, between Middletown and Columbia, 
and out-let lock at Columbia, the estimated cost of 
wich is one hundred and thirty three thousand, eight 
hundred and four dollars and fifty-two cents; and the 
French creek division from the Allegheny river at the 
mouth of French creek, and up that creek to the 
French creek feeder, consisting of seventeen miles and 
thirty-six perches of slack water navigation, and five 
miles and fifty-two perches of canal; in the aggregate 
twenty-two miles and eighty-eight perches, the estimat- 
ed cust whereof is two hundred and seventy thousand 
six hundred and eighty one dollars and thirty-two cents 
The whole extent of new works partially put under 
contract under the last mentioned act is in the aggre- 

ate about two hundred and sixty-seven miles, which 
added to four hundred snd twenty-six miles of canal 
already finished will, when the whole shall be complet- 
ed, form an extent of improvement by Canals and Rail 
Roads of six hundred and nine'y-three miles. 


The whole estimated cost of the works contracted 
for in virtue of the provisions of the act last mentioned 
is five millions seven hundred and fifty thousand and 
five dollars and seventy-one cents. For the details in 
reference to how far the funds arising from the loan ne- 
gotiaied under the act of 21st March last, will be avail- 
able, snd what sim will be required to be borrowed 
for the further prosecution of the several works to 
completion, I bey leave to refer the General Assem- 
bly to the report of the board of Canal Commissioners. 


Of the works recently put under contract and which 
have just been enum: rated, the Columbia and Phila- 
delptia Rail Road, the Allegheny Portage Rail Road | 
and the Frankstown or Juniata line of Canal and slack- 
water navigation are important connecting links of the 
line of improvements between Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burg, without which the several detached lines or di- 
visions which thev are intended toconnect, would re- 
main comparatively unproductive, but when connect- 
ed, will not fail to become highly useful and eminently 
productive. The works contracted for on the North 
and West branch: divisions on the Susquehanna are ex- 
tensions into the Coal regions of these several districts, | 
which will, it is expected, add largely to the active | 
business of those several lines of Canal, give vigor and | 

j 


energy ta the industry of those sections of the state, 
and by affording the means of conveying a valuable and 
now almost indispensible mineral to market, will great- 
ly increase the comforts of the citizens of this and of | 
other states, and render the main branches of which | 
they are extensions, highly useful and profitable. The 
improvements from the Allegheny river at the mouth of 
French creek feeder; as also that from the Ohio river 
at the mouth uf the Big Beaver creek, and up that 
creek to the town of New Castle, will afford great ac- 
commodations to a large and fertile district of country, | 
and by opening safe communications by water to the 
Allegheny an‘ Ohio rivers, will stimulate the further 
enterprise of its many enterprising citizens, and facili- 
tate the conveyance of their numerous, diversified and 
valuable productions to the several markets to which | 
those magnificent rivers lead. I would beg leave 
here to suggest the propriety of making an appro- 
priation at this session, sufficient to connect the 
French creek feeder with the French creek and 
the Conneaut lake, according to the original design, as 
without such connection it must always remain a most 
useless and unproductive work, but if so connected, it 
may became useful and conduce greatly to increase the 
business upon the French creek imprcvement, and to 
render that a productive and profitable navigation. It 
is anxiously hoped that the means for finishing the | 
Voi. VIII. 50 
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several works now under contract and in active pro- 
gress will be liberally furnished, and that nothing will 
be omitted that may have a tendency to facilitate their 
completion and to render them productive, in order 
that the state may soon realize the abundant harvest 
from them which their extent and the magnificent scale 
on which they are constructed give so much reason to an- 
ticipate. The whole amount of money which hus been 
paid to the Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commis- 
soners up to the 23d November, was twelve millions, 
three hundred thirty-four thousand, four hundred eigh- 
ty-eight dollars and sixty-two cents—of this sum two 
millions, ninety-two thousand, seven hundred and two 
dollars and thirty-seven cents, have been received by 
him since the date of the last report of the Board of 
C «nal Commissioners, out of which the sum of one mil- 
lion two bundred sixty-one thousand, two hundred and 
sixty-six dollars seven cents, was paid out for repairs 
and damages connected with and on account of old con- 
tracts entered into prior to the year 1830, in which year 
but three and ajbalf miles of canal were authorized to be 
constructed. This sum of twelve millions, three hun- 
dred and thirty-four thousand, four hundred and eighty- 
eight dollars and sixty-two cents, with the additions 
that will be required to finish the several works may 
seem large to most of my tellow citizens, and to cunsti- 
tute a debt that neither we nor our posterity will be 
able to discharge. Iam not one of those who believe 
a public debt to be a public blessing, nor would I wil- 
lingly lend my aid as a public functionary to involve 
the Commonwealth in a visionary scheme of imaginary 
improvement, the success or practicability of which 
would be entirely of doubtful experiment, and the utili- 
ty or public advantage of which would be altogether 
problematical or uncertain. Neither of these is in my 
opinion the case witn the plan of improvements now 
prosecuting in this state: but if it were otherwise, 
there has been no period within the last two years 
when the progress of the system could have been arrest. 
ed without producing consequences not only involving 
in inextricable ruin and destruction individuals, con- 
tractors and others, largely engaged in the construction 
of the works, but the state itself in difficulties of the 
most disastrous character, from which it could not have 
been extricated without incurring the imputation of 
pursuing a vacillating course of policy, and of a want 


| of good f ith in its transactions with individuals; besides 


being justly chargeable with a want of that bold and 
magnanimous spirit of enterprize which her abundant 
resources and the wealth and prosperity she enjoys in 
such profusion would justly entitle her to entertain and 
to indulge; the loss of from ten to twelve millions of 
dollars, and the abandonment to ruin and entire de- 
struction of works, which, when finished, would be 
considered proud monuments of Pennsylvania’s wisdom 
and greatness, but if abandoned, must and inevitably 
would be considered the degrading monuments of her 
imbecility and folly, would, 1 should suppose, satisfy 
the most sceptic«l of the consummate disgrace and igno- 
miny to which such a course of policy must necessarily 
have subjectedher. Besides, without in that case pos- 
sessing a single work of valuable improvement within 
the state, her debt, with all the interest accumulating 
thereon, would, without any aid to be derived from any 
other source, be drawn from the pockets of the people 
by a heavy and burdensome taxation, If we may judge 
from the operations of the New York Canals, which in 
that great State have,in the course of a few years, caused 
cities to spring up in the midst of a howling wilderness, 
and the wilderness itself to be converted into fruitful 
fields and to become the resort of the industrious and 
enterprising from all sections of the country, and which 
from their almost incredible productiveness leave no 
room for doubt that in the course of a very few years 
they will not only pour into the Treasury of the state 
the millions which their construction cost, but will pro- 
duce a revenue thereafter permanent and ample for all 
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the purposes to which the State may desire to apply it; | being in length one hundred and four miles and thirty- 
we can scarcely permit ourselves to entertain a doubt | three hundredths ofa mile, to which may be added the 
that a similar state of prosperity and success awaits us| Delaware division from Bristol to Easton, being in 
and will in a short time manifest itself in the operations | length fifty-nine miles and three-quarters, and into 


upon our own publ c work; our means of giving full | which throughout its whole length, it is understuod, the 
employment to our Canals and Rail Roads, when they | water has been very recently admitted. 
shall have been finished, being at least equal to, if not, 


The amount of tolls received upon the several divi- 
greater than those of the state of New York. The |! sions of the canal, (owing to the causes | have mention- 
abundance of our Coal and Iron, of the former of which | ed,) up to the 31st October last, was thirty-eight thou- 
they possess none, and of the latter comparatively but | sand two hundred and forty-one dollars and twenty 
small quantities, will give our works advantsges in| cents. Itis estimated that the receipts into the treasury 
reference to their active business which theirs do not | 


from that source, will in the whole of the next season 
possess; in all other respects too the quantity of our } 


}amount to the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
agricultural and other productions which will require | dollars, 


transportation to market, and will seek that by the 
Canals and Rail Roswds, will be at least equal to theirs. 
May we not then indulge the very reasonable hope, 





For the state of the public works now under contract, 
and the time of their probable completion, you are re- 
spectfully referred tothe report of the canal commis- 
that, if their publc works will ina few years pey for! sioners which will contain, in detail, all the necessary 
themselves by the revenues they produce, ours will do | infermation in reference to the various subjects connect- 
s0 hkewise if we will only exercise sufficient patience | ed with the internal improvement of the State. 
to see them finished and p'aced in a condition to ac-| It is a fact, that redounds greatly to the honor of this 
complist: so desirable, but at the same time so certain a | State, and the recollection of it must always be gratify- 





result. 


| ing to its citizens, that Pennsylvanja was the first State 
Owing to the unusually protracted rainy season and | in the Union to commence and prosecute with success 


the continual state of humidity and moisture produced | the improvement of her internal condition. The first 
in consequence of it, the public works, which had been ‘turnpike road ever constructed in the United States is 


finished in the fall of the last and early in the | indebted for its commencement and completion to the 
spring of the present year, were not so productive as | State of Pennsylvania, and although avarice and preju- 
had been anticipated. The works being new, the fre- | dice had well nigh demolished that proud monument, 
quent heavy rains affected the banks of the canals! the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike road, reared 
which had not become sufficiently settled and firm, and | by the spirit of improvement that manifested itself at so 
produced repeated breaches, in consequence of which | early a period, by a fierce and violent Opposit on to it 
the navigation was often interrupted and rendered | in all its stages; still perseverance overcame Opposition; 
precarious and unsafe in regard to the deiays which | the highly useful and valuable enterprise was eventual- 
were necessaNly by that means occasioned, which be-| ly completed, and the distance between Philadelphia 
gat a want of confidence in the security against the | and Lancaster, which before its construction r quired 
hindrance and want of expedition, to which the trans- | neatly as much time to travel it as now occupi:s the 





portation of produce to market, or for return lading up- | mail stage to perform the journey between Philadel- 


on the canals, would thus necessarily be exposed. phia and Pittsburg, is now travelled in Jess than a sin- 

The heavy freshets too, which swelled the Cone- | gle day. ‘Lhe success of this substantial and highly 
maugh and Kiskeminetss rivers to an extraordinary | useful memorial of the determ'ned perseverance of its 
height, caused great injury and destruction to the projectors, caused the spirit of improvement to spread 
public works along the western division of the canal; } throughout every portion of the State, and although the 


and the dam at Leechburg, or a large propcertion of it | spirit of opposition continued, those of improvement 
having been carried off, it became necessary to con- 
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struct a new one; this work being an extensive one, re- 
quired considerable time for its accomplishment, end | 
caused the operations upon that division of the canal to 
be protracted from early in the month of July, until the 
present time, but it is rapidly «pproaching a state when 
the water will again be introduced, and the navigation 
restored to its former prosperous and useful condition. 


The several divisions of the Pennsylvania canal which | 


have recently been in a condition for safe and active 
navigation, and which give great promise of realizing 
all the solid advantages, and fulfilling the high expec- 
tations in future, which the friends of the system have 
not ceased to anticipate from them, are the Eastern di- 
vision from Middletown to Duncan’s Island, twenty- 
four miles in length, part of the Susquehanna division 
from the out-let lock at Duncan’s Island to the com- 
mencement of the Juniata division, one mile and fifty- 
eight-hundredths long: the Juniata division extending 
from Duncan’s Island to section No. 184, a quarter of a 
mile above the town of Huntingdon, in Huntingdon 


and of patriotism triumphed, and we have now within 
this happy commonwealth, more than twenty-five hun- 
dred miles of turnpike roads, and notwithstanding the 
uniform opposition that has always manifested itself 
against every attempt to enter upon a new project of 
improvement, Pennsylvania has now within her limits 
internal improvements, consisting of turnpike roads, 
canals, railways, and bridges, all of them constructed 
since the year seventeen hundred and ninety-one, for 
which there has been disbursed from the public trea- 
sury of the State, and by corporations, a sum exceed- 
ing thirty-seven millions of dollars, and yet, after all 
these large disbursements, Pennsylvania has not been 
impoverished, nor is she less prosperous now than she 
was before these improvements were constructed, and 
the disbursements made: on the contrary, her prosper- 
ity has been greatly enlarged, and the wealth, the com- 
forts and the happiness of her people have been most as- 
tonishingly encreased. What would have been the con- 
dition of Pennsylvania, if her turnpike roads had never 
been constructed, and her bridges had not been built? 


county, being eighty-nine five-one-hundredths miles in | In that case, instead of possessing an extensive territo- 


length. The Susquehanna division extending also | 


ry of fertile and luxuriant soil, eminently improved, 


from Duncan’s Island to the south end of the towing! studded with numerous and splendid, and highly cul- 
path bridge at Northumberland, being thirty-nine | tivated farms, embellished with beautiful and subs'an- 


miles in length, including one-fifty-eight hundreth mile | tial dwelling houses and barns, and exhibiting one con- 
above mentioned; the North Branch division extending | 


tinued scene of abundance, wealth and continually in- 
from its intersection with the West Branch, in the be- | 


sin at the town of Northumberland, to the feeder dam 
at Nanticoke falls, being fifty-five and a half miles in 
length, and the Western division above mentioned, ex- 
tending from Johnstown, in the county of Cambria to 
the out-let lock into the Monongahela at Pittsburg, 


creasing ‘prosperity and comfort, the consequences of 
the encouragemeut given, by the opening of those nu- 
merous avenues to market, to industry and enterprise, 
and the strong inducement to increase production thus 
excited; we should present an immense unimproved 
surface, with here and there a hut, a sloyenly, careless, 
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indifferent state of agriculture which the want of en- | Spring and Fall than any of the New York canals would 
couragement, by opening the necessary avenues and | afford, Much of the produce of that great and produe- 
conveniences to market, will always produce, and 4} tive State would find vent to the eastern and southern 
state of squallid poverty and wretchedness that would | markets by the Pennsylvania canal, and the salt and 
contrast badly with the richness of our soil, and the | plaister that would be brought into this State from the 
numerous advantages with which the God of nature has | State of New York, and the coal and iron that would 
favored us, and which he designed we should improve | be taken from Pennsylvania into that State in return, 
with a view to an increase of our comforts and happi- | would it is believed abundantly justify the enterprize. 











ness. The improvement of the navigation of the Mononga- 
The northern and western regions of Pennsylvania | hela by means of a slack water navigation from near 


present strong claims for legislative at'ention to their | Pittsburg to Brownsville inthe county of Fayette, and 
several interests, and their respective wants, Possess- the final extension of the canal from Easton to Carpen- 
ing throughout a rich and exuberantly productive soil, a | ter’s Point on the Delaware, are subjects, it is believed, 
healthy climate and a capacity to admit of a numerous | too important to escape tle attention of the legislature. 
and dense population, and eminently calculated to con- Having pointed out the eminent advantages which 
fer on that population the blessings of health and abun-| would result from the improvements contemplated in 
dance, which in connexion with the cheapness of the | the regions of the West and of the North, and suggest- 
soil cannot fail to hold out strong in‘lucements to the | ed the propricty of improving the navigation of the 
emigrant, and especially to the young, the industrious | Monongahela and of the extension of the canal from 
an! the enterprising to seek for the comforts and ad-| Easton along the line of the Delaware to Carpenter’s 
vantages in those sections of the State which are denied | Point, it remains for you, to whom the revenues of the 
to them elsewhere. commonwealth have been committed, and by whom 
The rapid increase of population in that region of | they can alone be appropriated, to direct when, in what 
the west, which lies between Pittsburg and Lake Erie, manner, and to what extent those works shall be com- 
and the spirit of enterprise and improvement which is | menced and prosecuted with a view to their final com- 
every where visible, the active industry and intelligence | pletion. 
of its population, its mineral productions and its entire The act of incorporation, long sought for by the citi- 
acaptation to every species of production known to agri-| zens of York county, granting them the privilege of 
culture, or to the most enlarged state of proficiency to | constructing a rail road to the Maryland line, might, it | 
which husban‘Iry has attained, give it strong claims to | seems to me, be extended to that enterprizing people, 
@ participation in the advantages of the public improve-} without the danger of compromising the imerests of 
ments now constructing by the State, by opening a line | the State of Pennsylvania—when all are to bear their 
of communication from Pittsburg to Erie Harbour by } proportion of the public burdens, it is but reasonable 
such route as shall be deemed to possess the greatest | that all should participate in the public benefits, 
possible advantages, he great superority which{ 1 have received, during the recess ot the legislature, 
a line of improvement, connecting the great eastern} from the Governors of the States of Connecticut, New 
and western waters with Lake Erie, would have over! Hampshire, and Maine, communications enclosing Re- 
the Erie canal, in the State of New York, by present- | solutions of their respective State Legislatures, copies 
ing an open and safe navigation from four to six weeks | of which will be laid before you. 
earlier in the Spring, and from two to four weeks later All the duties enjoined upon the executive by the 
in the fall than that afforded by the great New York | laws or by resolutions of the legislature, have been 
improvement, would not fail to draw into this State, a | promptly discharged. 
large proportion of the trade from the territory of Michi- With the assurance of a most cordial co: operation with 
gan, and also of that of the State of Ohio. ‘The rapid | you in all such constitutional measures as you shall in 
settlement, and the immense advantages that would im- | your wisdom deem it expedient to adopt for the public 
mediately result from such an improvement, would not | good, [ commend you to the direction and guidance of 
only tend to increase the prosperity of an immense fer- | Ifim who slone can lead you in the course of your de- 
tile territory, but would add largely to the general | I:berations, to wise and happy results. 
wealth, and eminently increase the power, the strength GEO. WOLF. 


and resources of the State, Harrisburg, December 7, 1831. 
The same observations which have been made with ee eee 


regard to the great western region, wi!l apply with all os 

their force to that of the nt ints to ils aaa en- INDICTRENT FOR MURDER. 
terprising and industrious population, The people on Commonwealth vs. John Pinchback. 

the North Branch of the Susquehanna, present, it is} This case, which was attended with some circum- 
believed, as strong claims to leyislative attention, with | stances, partaking sufficiently of the marvelous to ex- 
regard to a distribution of its scheme of improvements | cite some litile interest, came on to be tried at the late 
and an extension of them into that region from the end | Court of Over and Terminer, held by Chief Justice 
of the canal now constructing on the North Branch, to | Gibson and Judge Kennedy, A short account of it is as 
the Ime dividing this State from that of New York, as | follows. 

canjhe presented from any quarter. A canal or slack Some time in the month of March, 1827, a man by 
water navigation to the State line, would, by a canal for| the name of Richard Barker, between fifty and sixty 
a distance of sixteen miles from thence to the town of | years of age, was found at an early hour in the morn- 
Elmira, in the State of New York, give a connection | ing, in an expiring state, on the payment in Shippes 
through the Chemung and Seneca canals, and the Se-| street, and near an Gyster Cellar kept by a man named 
neca and Cayuga canal, with the great Hudson and Erie | Smith Crowel—was removed to the Hospital just in 
canal, and thus open a water communication with all| time to breathe his last. Deceased had been several 
the interior of the State of New York. An examination | days in that neighbourhood, where he had some ac- 
and survey of the route from the waters of the Susque-| quaintances among a certain class, which he had made 
hanna to the Seneca lake was deemed sufficiently im-| several years befure, on a former visit to the city. With 
portant by the legislature to have authorized and caused | some of these, it seems he had the reputation of being 
it to be made during the administration of the late Go- | acquainted with the black art—a conjuror, and was re- 
vernor Snyder. It is believed that the advantages re- | ported also to have large sums of money, which he carried 
sulting from such an improvement would be incalcula-| secreted under the patches that covered parts of his 
ble—it would possess all the advantages in common | dress. He was seen at an early hour in the evening 
with a communication with lake Erie above referred to, | previous to his decease, in a state approaching intoxica- 
iM regard to a more early and late navigation in the| tion, and later at a dance house, which he left in com- 
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pany with the prisoner, and one Davenport (against | certain whether the deceased was in fact this woman’s 
whom a Bill was also found,) and retired to the cellar | husband. An indenture was found in his possession, by 
of Smith Crowel, who has likewise been since indicted, | which he had apprenticed a sen, by the name of George 
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Baker’s sudden decease, and certain suspicious circum. 
stances related by a woman, together with the depar- 
ture from the city of the persons report seemed to im- 
plicate, induced the police immediately to set on foot 
inquiries. But the most strict search and examination 
could illicit no evidence sufficient to charge any person 
with the murder of Barker, and here the matter drop- 
ped, it being generally supposed he came to his death 
in the course of nature, precipitated, perhaps, by the 
debauch in which he had been engaged. 

More than four years having elapsed, and when all 
surmises and suspicions that may have existed in the 
minds of some, had long since slept, and the individuals 
towards whom they were pointed, having returned tothe 
city, and one of them at least, pursuing a prosperous 
course of life, the attention of the public was again 
roused to the subject in the following manner. 

A woman who might be 25 years of age, of respecta- 
ble appearance, dressed in deep mourning, calling her- 
self Lucinda Barker, and the wife of the deceased, 
came to this city the forepart of last summer, from the 
western part of the state of New York, as she said, to 
search out the murderers of her husband, it having 
been revealed to her they were here; and going among 
those who knew some circumstances connected with 
the affair at the time, succeeded in having the prisoner 
and Crowel arrested (Davenport being in prison at Au- 
burn,) and true bils were returned by the Grand Jury 
against all three, for the murder of Richard Barker, by 
administering laudanum. The account Lucinda Bar- 
ker gave on her examination as a wi'ness in the case, 
and in which she was permitted at her own desire, by 
all parties, to tell her story in her own way, was to the 
following effect. 

**T am the widow of Richard Barker, deceased. 1 
married him in the state of New York; he would, if 
living, be about forty-seven years of ape: we lved at 
one time opposite Hudson, then at Manlius Square— 
then in the city of New York, and after on a tarm in 
Anandagua county, which his father assisted him to. 
We had several children most of whom were put out. 
My husband, for some time previous to his last visit to 


= that had occurred the early part of the 
| 





: police, proved she had given, on other eccasions, 
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| Barker, toa man in Erie, Erie county, Pennsylvania, 

She said she had no son residing there. One of her 
/sons was called George W. Barker, and was uppren- 
| ticed in ene of the western counties in the state of New 
| York. The testimony made the age of the deceased 
| if now living, to be sixty or upwards. Her husband, 
she said, would have been forty-seven. But this, as 
| was admitted, had litte to do with the guilt or innocence 
| of the prisoner. 

Phebe Schull was called as a witness—she stated 
that about 12 o’clock at night, she went to Smith 
Crowel’s cellar, where deceased, prisoner, Davenport 
and Crowel were; that they refused her admittance: 
her suspicions were roused, from this and some other 


evening, that they intended the old man injury. She 
remained outside of the door for about an hour,—Da- 
venport came out, went up street, and returned in about 
fifteen minutes, with a tumbler two-thirds full of some- 
thing she took to be laudanum. Witnesslooked through 
a crack in the door, the tumbler pass<d round, Pinch- 
back and Davenport pretended to drink but did not, 
while deceased drank first time about half, and second 
time nearly all the balance—they called it brandy. She 
remained near an hour longer and went home, They 
were then all talking and laughing. ‘The witness was 
very ignorant—frequently crossed herself on her cross- 
examination. It was proved, by two respectable wit- 
nesses, that she could not have seen through the crack 
in the door what passed in the third box in the cellar 
where the compsny were seated. Manderfield, one of 


and particularly at that time, an account differing, in 
many respects, from the above, There was some evi- 
dence that twelve and a half cents worth of lbudanum 
had been sold at a drug shop in the neighbourhood, 
about twelve o’clock that night, but no evidence as to 
the identity of the person. One of the watch proved 
there was a light burving in the cellar till two or three 
o'clock in the morning—but this he also stated wus not 
unusual, A Mrs. Wallace testified she saw deceased 
early in the morning before he expired—thought his 


this city, led a trading, roving kind of life—he would | breath smelt of laudanum—he was frothing at the 
be away several months together; he had been gone a | mouth; she had been told before she saw him him that 
longer time than usual—lI could hear nothing of him. | laudanum had been given him. There was no post- 
It was reported that a man had died on the canal that | mortem examination of the stomach. Other witnesses 
might be him—TI heard also some rumor about one of ! were called, one of whom testified to certain rash ex- 
his name who died in Philadelphia; but I knew not | pressions of Davenport, relating to deceased, made 
whether he was living or dead. 1 was distressed in | forepart of the evening. This was about the substance 
mind, and determined to visit his father, who lived seve- of the evidence on the part of the Commonwealth. No 





ral hundred miles off—he could tell me nothing—he 
said he might be dead, he might be in England (his 
father was an Englishman.) 1 had travelled along way, 
and had spent all my money, or should then have pur- 
sued further, I returned, being unhappy in mind I 
prayed a great deal, and asked my friends to pray with 
me, that his fate might be revealed tome. 1 had pray- 
ed one night toa late hour, calling frequently on his 
name, when at last, a square figure-like, dressed in a 
white shroud entered the room—it stood before me, 
and pronounced my name three times—it said Lucinda, 
Lucinda, Lucinda, pursue my murderers, you will learn 
who they are from the police of New York and Phila- 
delphia. Lanswered quickly and repeated it, U will, | 
will, while I have strength and life, and then it vanish- 
ed. They have talked here of my dreams, and the pa- 
pers have published about it—it was no dream; yes, I 
have had dreams too, but this was not a dream, | was 
awake asl am now; ! both saw and heard what Fstate 
to you—am I not upon my oath? [ can’t be mistaken, I 
can’t have forgot—no, that’s impossible.”” When asked 
what kind of a voice it was, she said it was an “‘inner 
voice.” What’s curious is, that from some facts that 
appeared in the course of the trial, it is altogether un- 
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witnesses were called in behalf of the prisoner. The 
case was then argued to the Jury by Ash, attorney-gene- 
ral, for the Commonwealth, and by Hulcos.b and H, 
Hopkins, for the prisoner.—The Jury, after receiving 
the charge of the Court, returned, without leaving their 
box, a verdict of Not Guilty. 

Verdicts of Not Guilty were then taken, by consent, 
in the cases of Davenport and Crowel, the attorney- 
general stating he had no further testimony against 
them than had been exhibited against Pinchback ; that 
as to Crowel he had much less—nothing indeed that 
could in any way fairly implicate him.— U. S. Gaz. 








Five miles west of this place, on the Newton and 
Berwick turnpike, uncleared land is selling for $2 50 
and $3 00 per acre. This land is not very hard to 
clear, and if cultivated properly would bring excellent 
crops of grain and grass. Persons desirous of emigra- 
ting from the lower counties can purchase good land in 
this county at very reduced prices. The county is fast 
increasing in wealth and population, and in ten years 
more will be second but to few inthe state. The pops 
ulation is now upwards of 29,000.— Towanda Setti#. 
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From the Berks and Schuylkill Jour nal. formation that can be given either upon this topic, or 
the following, as connected with our progressive Man- 
IRON MANUFACTORIES. ufacture or Agricultural resources. 
Aware that the accompanying’ Statements of Tron PAPER—Quantity manufactured, and value thereof? 
Manufactures of this county, are not as relatively cor- LEATHER, do do 
rect as could be wished, I neverthel~ss have been indu- WOOL.—Quantity used,and yds, of cloth manufac’d? 
ced to lay them before the public in their present im- de No. of Hats, do 


perfect form, to elicit correction from those immediale- 

ly interested in their details. ‘They are based partly 
: > 

upon returns from several of the specified iron works, No. of sheep in the county! 

and partly from data furnished by the experience of J. I would respectfully utge an early attention to this 

U. Schneder, Esq. and Mr. Simon Ses fert, and were stubject,as it may be a necessafv document in the debates 


thus hastly thrown together to convey to the recent tikely to ensue in Congress respecting the Tariff ques- 
«Convention of the friends of American Industry, held in | tion. 


New York,” a feint outline of this important source of as 

wealth tothe country. Wishing in comphance with the |. APY Communication can be addressed through the 
requisitions of that body to perfect them as nearly as | Post, or other quick medium of intelligence, to 
possible, | would particularly request any statistical in- DANIEL M. KEIM, 


Aggregate value of each? 


STATEMENT OF THE 


FURNACES, FORGES; LABORERS EMPLOYED. &C. 
IN BERKS COUNTY. 
























































Jones Kern, & Co. 4,500 250! 100} 3,000 3,000 


FORGES. 

Charming Forge, |George Fge, Esq. 99} 475 
168} 740 
owe 1 do‘ |Jonathan Seidel, 85} 425 


Sixpenny do jGeorge Z:charias, 62; 310 


Gibra'ter Forges, |Seyfert & Schwartz, 60} 9,00 
60} 5,000 
36} 3,000 
52) 7,50u} . 
99 99} 54) 3,450 
S616) 22} 3,000 
19 82 12) 1,600 
110 550 60} 7,500 


Ov} Ov} 12,000 00/19C0 
00} 00) 7,000} 65,000} 0U 1000} 
00; O00} 5,500; 56,0U0} 0} 600 


00 1 81,00u| 750; 00 
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FURNACES, 1829, se ize lish lew | ent. el “S) we le | 
1830. EPige ¥o &e9 % leo] oe ao an 
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Pe ce lar le i istics 1 
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NAMES. OWNED BY (2 oO = = = faa] a z. 
Reating Furnac -,|George Ege, Esq. 228} 1,056} 198} 23,822] $,568| 95/33.000} 150,000; OU; 00 
Hopwell do |huckley & Brooke, 168} 1,60. 84} 15,000) 1,000, 70U(/21,000} 78,50) OU} O00 
Joana do |Wm. Darling, 168} 1,358 80} 15,000} 1,200} 500} 21,00U} 78,500} O00; 00 
Mount Penn do |Seyfert & Schwartz, 220, 1,050} 120) 15,0.0) 1,700} 500)}16,890} 92,00U} O00} 00 
Oley, do JJ. U. Schneider, Esq.; 150 765 75 10,504| 1,050} 360) 14,226} 46,500) 00} 0 
Saly Ann do |J. V.R. Hunter, 150} 750!- 51! 10,800! 1,3.0} 252!11,650! 36,u00, Ou! v0 
Miry Ann do |Reuben Trexler, 153} 765| 81} 12,000] 1,350] 330/12,500] 47,000} ov] 00 
Windsor do jdones, Kern, & Co. 195' 1,075 48} 11,200 650| 750} 8,600}; 49,000} 00) 00 
Moselm do |N. V. R. Hunter, 18 9u 15} 4,500 643} OO} 2,090 2,000} OO} 0 
Union do |Geo. Reagan, Esq. 18 9U 15} 6,000 700} OU} 2,500} 15,000} Ou; 00 

Kernsville do 12 60; 12 


ta 800} 00 


Birdsborough, Heirs of M_ Brooke, 94, 470 
Speedwell, Vaniel Yocem, 

North Kill, B. & J. Seyfert, 
Green ‘Tree, Keen & Burkart, 
Moselm,(2 Forges)|N. & J. Hunter, 


11,00uU} 86,000} 205} 300 
5,000} 33,000} 300} 00 
2,540} 17,000} 150) 00 








70} 9,006 00} 00} 9,000 
13,000} 102,000} 300} 750; 


tockland, J. U. Schneider, 53] 265, 31] 4,500! 00] v0! 6,000, 5,000] 450| 00) 
Union, George Reagan, 61 305} 37| 3,000 Ov} OC} 5,600} 25,000} 00} 600; 
Spring, J. S. Bartolette, 41 205} 40) 3.750 Ou} Ou 


ley, J. S. Sprang, 
New District, W. Schall, 
Vistrict,(2 Forges)|Reuben ‘Trexler, 
Mount Pleasant, |(3 Forges, ) 


5,000] 32,000| 3u0} 00, 
4,000) 26,000} 240} 00) 
7,000} 53,000] 48u] 00, 
10.000] 78,000! 720} 00; 


$000 36,000] 375} 00, 


30 146 48} 3,000 
ne 320 64) 5,30U 


453 471 9,600 00 





Wte, D. Schall, 32} 146] 19| 3,100 00} 00! 3,500; 25,000} 240] 00 
Rockland, D. Oyster, 18 81} 171 2,500 00; 00] 2,400} 16,500} 150}. 00 
Pine, J. Rutter, 90} 464) 61] 8,500 00} 00}10,000) 79,000) 700 
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398 MILITARY STATE CONVENTION,.—PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE. (Decexsan 








From the Amer can Sentinel. 


STATE MILITARY CONVENTION, 


Pursuant to public notice, the Field, Staff, aud Com- 


missioned officers of the First Division, held a meeting 
atthe Mili ary H.ll, on Friday evening, 4 h inst. Col. 
Josenh S. Riley was called to the chair, and Col. Wm. 
P: Smith and Col. Henry Simpson, appointed secre- 
taries. 

The call of the meeting having been read, Colonel 
James Page offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, the acts of Assembly, now in force for the 
regulation of the Militia and Volunteers of this Com- 
monwealth, are altogether ineffectua! asa means of sus- 
taining the military arm of this state, and their execu- 
tion has become not only matter of ridicule in the eyes, 
but proves greatly offensive to the moral sense of the 
community, and is fraught wich consequences of a high- 
ly injurious and degrading character. 

And whereas, the existence of a military force is not 
only enjoined by the Constitution, but is as much re- 
required as any other branch of the national power, 
and it is the policy of every Government to prepare for 
Wwarin time of peace, so as to put down domestic insur- 
rection, and resent foreign insult and aggression, taking 
care not to make the pe:formance of military duty too 
onerous to the citizen soldier; and it is the opinion of 
this meeting, that a proper organization of the Militia, 
and suitable encouragement of the Volunteers, is im- 
peratively required, and would meet with the approba- 
tion of all classes of our fellow citizens, 

And whereas, without a concentration of opinion and 
action, no hope can be entertained that the change so 
much d:sired can be etfected. 

Therefore be it resolved, That it is highly necessary 
that a Miltary Convention should be held in the course 
of the ensuing winter, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the propriety of a tull and complete re- 
vision of the Militia Laws of this Commonwealth, and 
adopting such measures as will have a tendency to res. 
cue the military character of the state from the disgrace 
and decay into which it is rapidly falling. and placing 
the system upon a safe and respectable tooting. 

Resolved, What this mecting do earnestly and re- 
spectfully recommend to the several m'litary divisions 
in the state, the election of delegates in proportion to 
their number of representatives, to attend said conven- 
tion, and that the same be held at Harrisburg, on the 
first Monday of January, 1832. 

On mation of Col. Robert M. Lee, 

Resolved, That the commanding officers of each re- 
gine rt of the first division be requested to notify the 
offi ers of their regiments of the time to which this 
meeting may adjourn, and to request their special at- 
ten: lance. 

Un motion of Col. Page, 

Resolved, That when this meeting adjourns it will 
adjourn to meet on Friday, the 11th inst. at this place, 
at 7 o’clock, for the purpose of electing nine delegates 
to represent the First Brigade, and ten delegates to 
represent the Second Brigade, in said Convention. 

Reso'ved, Vhat the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in all the newspapers of the city and county 
of Philad: Iphia. 

JOSEPH S. RILEY, Chairman. 

We. P. Sutra, t Secretaries. 

Hexur Simeson, 


Atan adjourned meeting of the Field, Staffand Com 
missioned Officers of the First Division, P, M. held at 
the Military Hall, on Friday evening the 11th inst. 
Col. Joseph S. Riley, in the chair, Co’s. Wm. P. 
Smith, and Henry Simpson, secretaries. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and 
adopted. 

On motion of Col. James Page, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 




















for each Brigade, to nominate their respective dele- 
| kates to the Miltary Convention, to be held at Harris- 
| burg, on the first Monday of January next. 





Whereupon the committees were uppointed, reti- 
‘red and in « short time reported the following names: 

| For the First Brigade—Cols. Page, Riley, Cooper, 
| Murray, Simpson, ani Lee, and Majors Frirz, Baker, 
and W. C, Browne. 

For the Second Brigade—Cols. John Thompson, 
| Wolf, Roumfort, Knapp, and Lieut. Col, Paynter, 
Capts. Worrell, Nixon, A. T. Smith, Snyder, and 
Lieut. Joseph P. Mort. 

_ Which nomination was approved of by the mee- 
ting. 

Resolved, That the delegates have power to fill any 
vacancy that may occur in their body, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in all the newspapers in the commonwealth, 
friendly to an alteration and improvement of the present 
Military System, 

Adjourned, 

Wa. P. Smita, 

Henry Simpson, 


JOS. S. RILEY, Chairman. 
¢ Secretaries, 











PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 


The Legislature has been principally occupied thus 
far, with the presentation of petitions—and the election 
Officers; and Senator of the United States, in the 


room of J. D. Barnard, resigned. 


IN SENATE. 


Wepwnespar, Dec. 7. 

The speaker announced the following standing com- 
mittees, 

Accounts—Messrs. Miller, Blythe, Mechling, Jack- 
son, of Huntingdon, and Kern. 

Claims—Messis. Sullivan, Krepps, Smyser, Mathews, 
anit Drumheller. 

Judiciary System—Messrs. Kertin, Packer, Miller, Li- 
vingston, and Burden. 

Militia System—Messrs, Ringland, Piper, Robinson, 

Mathews and Canaingham. 

Banks—Messrs. Boyd, Jackson of Huntingdon, Ber- 
tuk t, Houston, and Taylor. 

Educatim—Messrs. Hassinger, Jackson of Chester, 
Livingston, Fullerton, and Morris. 

Roads, Bridges, and Inland Navigation—Messrs. 
| Cunningham, Petnken, Hays, Drumbeiler and Hassin- 
i ger. 

, Agriculture and Domestic Manufactures—Messrs, 
| Drumheller, Jackson of Chester, Bertulct, Wilber, and 
| Robinson. 

Election Districis—Messrs. Kreps, Klingensmith, 
Piper, Blythe, and Fullerton, 

Vice and IJmmurality—Messrs. Fullerton, -Boyd, 
Pramheller, Rubinson, and Mechling. 

Compare Bills and present them to the Governor for his 
approbation—Messrs. Kreps, Piper, Bertolet, Miller, 
and Kern, 

Corporations—Messrs. Packer, Hays, Miller, Has- 
singer, and Kiingensmith, 

Estates and Escheats—Messrs. Morris, Miller, Petri- 
ken, Ring'and, and Boyd. ° 

Revenue Bills from the House of Representatives— 
Messrs. Taylor, Burden, Jackson of Huntingdon, Klin- 

ensmith, and Boyd. 

State Library—*tessrs. Burden, Piper, and Wilber. 

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Stoever, Ringland, 
Bertolet, Miller, and Hassinger. 


Tuorspary, Dec. 8, 
OFFICERS ELECTED. 
CLERK. 


Walter S. Franklin, unanimously, whe nominated 
as his assistant L. L. Minop, 
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Paster Enotisa Journnat. 
Henry Welsh, 


German JournnNAt. 
John Herbst, on tue second ballot. 


BILLs. 
Hugh Hamilton and Son, 


Sencrant-atT ARMS. 
Joseph Black, unanimously. 


DooRKEEPER. 
Robert Dickey, unanimously. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, Dec. 8. 
StanpInc ComMITTEES. 

Committee of Ways and Means—Messrs. Patterson, 
(of Washington,) Rddell, Stewart, Ashmead, Ander- 
son, Hopkins, and Wallace. 

Judiciary System —Messrs. Shannon, McCullough, 
Fuller, Findlay, Smith, Greenough, and Ramsey. 

Claims—Messrs. Ramsev, Stewart, McWilliams, Pi- 
att, Campbell, Collar, and Shearer, 

Agricullture—Messrs. Oliver, Kerr, Potteiger, Pick- 
ing, Kneppley, Lynn, and Hinckle. 

Education—Messrs. Anderson, Stokes, 
Vansant, Kerk, Dunlop, and Buchanan. 

Domestic Manufactures—Messrs. Dunlop, Wanner, 
Bayne, Boileau, Mackey, Donnel, and Griffith. 

Accounts—Messrs, Huntzinger, Shearer, Ried,(Arm- 
strong,) Irvin, McKeehan, Weyand, and Porter, 

Militia System—Messrs. Davis, Power, McWilliams, 
Patterson, (Fayette,) Gross, Mathiot, and Buchanan, 

Election Districts —Messrs. Boyer, 'loover, Felton, 
Whitehill, Weida, Bartels, and Cocklin, 

Banks—Messrs. Peltz, Riddle, Brown, Bratton, 
Browdhead, Beecher, and Moorhead. 

Estates and Escheats—Messrs. Waugh, Goodman, 
Fox, Coplan, Marshall, Burrowes, and Mitchell. 

Bridges, State and Turnpike Rouds—Messrs. Geb- 


Houston, 


hart, Johnston, Strohm, Tomlison, Martin, Stokes, and |- 


Spayd. 

Corporations—Messrs. Read, (Susque.) Goodman, 
Rhule, Ashbri'ge, Rankin, James, and High. 

Inland Navigation and Internal Improvement—Messrs, 
Hemplull, Read, (Su-que.) Power, Crawford, Beaver, 
Galbrarth, Heston, Walker, Oliver, Valentine, Over- 
fiel!, Kelchner, and Purviance. 

Local Apnropriations—Messrs, Hopkins, Andrews, 
Gebhart, Flickinger, Sharon, Kerr, and Ried, (Arm- 
strong.) 

Vice and Immorality—-Messrs. Tomlinson, Penny- 
packer, Kauffman, Roush, Fox, Hoover, and McKee- 
han 

To compare Bills and present them to the Governor— 
Messrsr Miller, Piatt, and Lovett, 

Library—Messrs, Kerk, Roush, and Hinckle, 

On the Public Buildings—Messrs. Vansant, Ash- 
bridge, Bration, Picking, and Wanner, 


OFFICERS ELECTED. 
CLERK. 
Francis R. Shunk had 80 votes. 
F. 8. Shunk was then declared duly elected, and 
nominated as his assistant, Thomas J. Gross, which was 
agreed to. 
The house then proceeded to the election of other 


officers, whereupon it appeared, that for printer of the 
English Journal, 


Henry Welsh had - 
For printers of the Bills, 
Hugh Hamilton and Son, had 
For printer of the German Journal, 
Jacob Babb had, 


- 77 votes. 


78 votes. 


‘ i 70 votes, 
For Sergeant-at-arms, 
James Smith had . ° 78 votes. 
For Door-keeper, ; a 
Thomas Wallace had - 78 votes. 






ELECTION OF U. S. SENATOR. 


The following is the result of the various bsllotings, 
which terminated in the selection of Gronce M, Dar- 
Las, Esq. 


F.RST BALLOT. 


George M. Dallas, 34 Richard Rush, 33 
H. A. Mublenberg, 17 Samuel B. Davis, 2 
Jesse R. Burden, 18 John Sergeant, 1 
Joseph Hemphill, 27 
SECOND BALLOT. 
George M. Dallas, 55 Joseph Hemphill, 27 
H.A. Muhlenberg, 17 Richard Rush, 33 
Jesse R. Burden, 18 Samuel B. Davis, 2 
THIRD BALLOT, 
George M. Dallas, 35 Joseph Hemphill, 26 


H. A. Muhlenberg, 17 Richard Rush, 33 
Jesse Kk. Burden, 19° Samuel B. Davis, 2 


FOURTH BALLOT. 
George M. Dallas, 


37 Joseph Hemphill, 26 
H. A. Muhlenberg, 15° Richard Rush, 33 
Jesse R. Burden, 19 Samuel B. Davis, 2 
On motion, the Convention adjourned till ¢ 
o’clock, at which time it met and proceeded to ballee 
as follows: 
FIFTH BALLOT. | 
George M. Dallas, 37 Joseph Hemphil 
H.A. Muhlenberg, 13 Richard ieee, - a 
Jesse R. Burden, 21 Samuel B. Davis, 2 
SIXTH BALLO?Y. 
George M. Dallas, 38 Joseph Hemphill 
H. A. Muhlenberg, 11 = =Richard Rush, . rv 
Jesse R. Burden, 2L Samuel R, Davis, 2 
SEVENTH BALLOT. 
George M. Dallas, 44 Joseph Hemphill, 27 
hi. A. Mublenderg, 13. Richard Rush, 32 
Jesse KR. Buiden, 15 


5 «Samuel R, Dayis, 2 
ELGHTnt BALLOUL. 


George M. Dallas, 94 Juseph Hemphill, 31 
henry A. Muulenverg, 9  Kicuard Rush, 32 


Jesse it. Burceny, 


4 DSamuci B, Davis, 1 
NINTH BALLOT. 
George M. Dailas, 


62 Juxph Hemphill, $8 
DSamuci B. Vavis, 1 Kchard Kush, 31 
VENTH BALLOT, 
George M. Dallas, 63 Joseph Hemphill, 38 
Samuel B. Davis, 1 Richard Rush, 50 
ELEVENTH BALLOP. 
George M. Dallas, 67 Joseph Hemphill, 34 
Samuel B. Davis, 1 Ricard Kush, 30 





CHIMNEYS. 


One of the greatest annoyances to human comfort, in 
the cool season of the year, is a smuky chimney, in an 
occupied room of any description, either kitchen, par- 
lor or sitting-room; and to construct a chimney which 
would carry smoke, has Deen tound in practice, one of 
the most precarious objects of mechanism. So little 
lias the theory of smoke and draft been understood, 
that if ever a chimney was Consiructed to draw well, it 
was evidently a matier of accident; for no mechanic 
seemed to have any rule for constructing chimneys, 
which would ensure a good one. We have been ex- 
tremely gratfied within a few days, by the inspection 
of a flue, and a set of fire-places, constructed upon a 
plan entirely new, in principle, invented by Mr, Hlexar 
ANTIs, a respectable merchant of our borough. We 
had not the pleasure of seeing Mr. Antis’ model; but 
we saw the practical effect of his discovery, by a chim- 
ney and fire-places in operation, in the house of Mr. 
Joseph Wallace, in Front street, the success of which 
is complete, and triumphantly sustains Mr. Antis’ theo- 
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ry on the subject. His theory is, that cold atmospheric 
air tends to the centre of gravity, till it meets with some | 
obsiruciion, which gives it another direction—thiat | 
heated or magnified air, is exactly vertical in motion, 
following the surface of solid matter by the dense sur- | 
rounding atmo-phere—that hence the flue to carry it | 
off, siould be perfectly vertical, and in no place of 
smaller dimensions than at the bottom or first inlet.— 
That it matters not how many inlets there be to it, pro- 
vided the area of a cross-section of the flue be equal to 
those of all the inlets combined. It may be greuter, 
but must never be smaller. He, therefore, starts a 
single flue, from the cellar, regulating the size to cover 
the area of all the contemplated inlets, from bottom to 
top. He carries it up, all the way of the same size, in 
exact perpendicular direction—nor need the wall be 
more than the width of one brick, in thickness. Wher- 
ever he wan's a fire-piace, he attaches jambs of the 
usual shape, leaving the common perpendicular wall of 
the flue, fur a back, throwing an arch across, at the 
proper place, in the usual form, covering it tight to the 
back wall. Immediately opposite or below the cover- 
ing of the arch, he leaves a horizontal aperture in the | 
flue, the whole width of the fire-place, from jamb “ 
| 
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jamb, in size according to calculati.n previously made, 

and according to the height of the arch, which for 

jambs from 24 to 3U inches high, must not be less than | 
three inches perpendicular in the opening. There 

seems to be plulosophy in this theory; and practice, so 

far us tried, proves that there is truth init. And we 

have no donbt the plan will on a liule farther trial, be 

universally adopted, by builders, 

Beneath each grate, fiited in a fire-place, is an open- 
ing lefi, which descends obliquely into the flue. In 
this opening on a level with the hearth, is a fine 
grate fixed through which the ashes descend, from 
the grate above. And such is the effect, that while a | 
strong current of air is produced, by the heat from the | 
fire in the grate, through the horizontal aperture above, | 
a moderate draft is also maintained in the oblique one 
below, which carries off all the dust, so that from a coal 
fire, not a particle of dust escapes into the room. He 
also affixes a valve to each inlet, hurg in such an inge- | 
nious manner, that the mere pulling a smail brass knob, | 
closes it entirely; and thus incase the chimney should 


and one departed yesterday down the river. The river 
is full of ice,” 


The Norristown Herald of yesterday says:—The 
Schuylkill is frozen over for miles in extent. On Satur- 
day a person arrived here from Phenixville, a distance 
of 10 miles, which he accomplished without any diffi- 
culty on the ice. 


CreanFiFLp, December 1. 

CoLtp WEATHER.—Winter is here with all its welcome 
and unwelcome train of attendants. ‘Ihe river is tro- 
zen over and can be crossed on the ice—the ground is 
covered with a mantle of snow, and affords, we suppose, 
excellent sleighing, for our ears have been greeted with 
the sound of the bells. At this season of the year, the 
like has not been witnessed by the oldest inhabitant.— 
Banner. 


Huextincnon, December 7. 

The weather for the last four or five days has been 
as severe as we generally experience in the dead of 
winter. On Saturday and Sunday we had a (ull of snow 
to the depth of two or three inches, in this neighbour- 
hood; but the high winds have drifted it very much. 

The canal at tuis place, is completely closed up with 
ice; and the Juniata river, also, is very near being 
closed. —Gaz. 


At no corresponding season within 30 years, has bcen 
experienced such cold weather as commenced ten days 
since; and still continues. — Milton. 


Macca Cacnx, Dec. I. 
The thermometer at 6 0’cluck this morning was at 12 
Fahrenheit, a furetaste of what may be expected. 


Harnissune, December 12. 
The Susquehanna was frozen over at this place, on 
the night of December 7, eurlier than at any period 
since 1796. 


WILKEsS-BarnF, Dec. 7. 
We have clear wintery weather and good sleighing. 
The North Branch canal is closed with ice, and the 
prospect is, that it will not be navigable s»gain this 
season. 


Erik, Dec. 2, 


Stree Ss 


take fire, all the currents of air may be stopped ina! Syow Srorm.—On Sunday evening last, commenced 
moment, and the fire dies at once. Not a particle of | a snow storm, which we are told by some of the early 
soot can ever enter your room or your fire-place; for setilers of this place, has never been equalled within 
that, as well as the ashes, all descend to the bottom of | their recollection. ‘he snow continued falling, except 
the flue, in the céllar, where an opening with a sheet-| at very short intervals, until Wednesday morning, ac- 
iron door is constructed, from which these articles can | companied with high blustering wind, which did con- 
be taken, and through which a sweep may enter and | siderable damage to the shipping in the Lake and in 








perform his duties, without disturbing the business, or 
amusements, or quiet of any part ofthe tamily. Where 
necessary, he also carries up sicle flues in the jambs, by 


‘ 





the Bay. The extent of damage is not known, as several 
vessels which had cast anchor near the piers soon efter 
the storm commenced, broke loose from their moorings 


which air can be int roduced, to regulate the tempera- | during the night of Monday, and have not been heard of 


ture of your room, or the force of your drafts, 

The advantages of this improvement are. 

1. Fewer materials are used, which cheapens the 
work. 

2. Less room is engrossed by dead brick-work. 

3. No annoyances from soot or ashes, in your rooms 
—not even when asweep ascends to clean out your flue. 


4. Power to regulate the temperature of your rooms, ; 


without opening doors or windows. 
5. Perfect security agairst smoke, in every room in 
your house.—Harrisburg Paper. 


The Beaver Argus of Friday last, says:—* Winter has 
set in vpon us unusually early this season. Beaver 
Creek, on the 30th ult. was frozen over sufficiently 
hard for a man to cross on it, and we have tolerable 
good sleighing. Our oldest inhabitants say they have 
never expericnced such severe weather thus early in 
the season, in this part of the country.” 

The Wheeling Times of December 7, says—‘‘ Since 
our last two steamboats have arrived from Pittsburg-- 








since, The snow is supposed to have fallen about 
three feet, and is very much drifted. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the mails bad to be carried on horseback, 
it being impossible to get along with sleighs. The 
travelling is now good, and the bells are jin, ling mer- 
rily. 

The storm extended as far as we have been able to 
hear from, to the east and west. At Buffalo, the har- 
bor is closed, and several vessels laden with merchan- 
dize to come up the lake, are completcly embargoed. 

The large schooner America, of Cleaveland, laden 
with goods, went ashore at Dunkirk, on Tuesday night 
and bilged,—Odserver. 


The severity of the weather has continued through- 
out the week—A fall of snow on Wednesday sufficient 
to produce a little sleighing—Thursday night and Fri- 
day cold very severe—Rivers both closed—Influenza 
prevalent throughout the city and country—Wood still 
high and scarce. [Philadelphia.] 
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